Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council
Minutes of the Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council Meeting held on Wednesday 29th September 2021
Members Present:
Deirdre MacKinnon - Chair (DM)
Iain MacKnocher - Vice Chair (IM)

Helen Clay - Secretary (HC)

Jeff Dymond- (JD)

Robert MacDonald (RM)

Jill Wyatt- (JW)

In Attendance:
Kelton Bennett (KB)

Gavin Steel (GS)

Apologies: 
Margaret Davidson
David Fraser 
Mike Anderson 
Note Taker:  Jade Marie Douglass (JMD)
1. Previous Minutes: 

The minutes were proposed by JW and seconded by DM after an amendment had been made as the Treasurer’s Report was incorrect as the balance was £5139.60 with only one cheque having been cashed. 
2. Matters arising:

Loch Ness Highland  Resort: The signage has been removed.
Glenmoriston Estate: still ongoing with legal action proceedings 
Invermoriston cemetery:  No updates 
Sheltered Housing: They have had the ground breaking event, but unfortunately the community council were overlooked.  Five houses have been allocated and the last house is waiting to be filled. Margaret Davidson congratulated everybody involved but stated that NHS have done nothing to move forward as in meals and activities.
Sunflower Carers: Margaret Davidson noted that home care had improved in the area but recruitment is still a big problem.
Invermoriston Toilets: The Glenmoriston Millennium Hall have received some funding, but they will definitely exceed their limit after declining RTIF funding. Discussions are taking place and there will be more information in due course. 
In Your Element: They apparently have planning permission for their shed and have been using that area for years. However, there are other groups involved regarding the parking situation and they should not be turning people away at the pier.
Roads:  the road at bottom of the pier is to get cleaned up and parking bays are going to be put in place there and at Oich Road.
Scottish Water Presentation: 
Fort Augustus Network

A82 Cross-connection

• Due to the embargo on works on the A82 during July and August the cross-connection between Station Road and the pavement on the opposite side of the A82 couldn’t begin until September at the earliest. As a result, this was scheduled

to take place once the new water supply come on line. This remains the intention with a date for the work to be confirmed in due course.

Pre-existing canal crossing

• The Scheduled Monument Consent has been received from HES for the additional valve work required to isolate the existing pipe crossing the canal between the swing bridge and the loch. This work is also scheduled to take place once the new supply comes on line and it will be programmed to run consecutively with the A82 cross-connection.
Raw Water Intake

• The new raw water pumping station continues to supply water to the new treatment works.

• The final soft landscaping work has taken place with the only outstanding work being the installation of new gates at the access junction and top of the new stairway.
Water Treatment Works.

• Operation of the new treatment works continues alongside the resolution of final issues preventing handover to the treatment works operations team.

• The final hard landscaping work to footpaths etc has been ongoing in the last month and the perimeter fencing has been completed.

• Performance testing has been completed and final agreement on the ‘water into supply’ date is dependent upon resolution of the issues mentioned above. The project team are working to achieve this as soon as possible, but the priority is to ensure the changeover goes smoothly.
Fort Augustus Service Reservoir and Distribution Main
• We are continuing to run water to the Service Reservoir and de-chlorinate it prior to discharge to the adjacent watercourse.
• The water in the distribution main between the service reservoir and the connection points in Jenkins Park continues to

be turned over regularly to ensure it remains fresh until ‘water into supply’. 

Booster Pumping Stations and Slip-lining Works
• Final commissioning for the Primary Booster PS’s has been completed with the Secondary Booster PS due to take place in October.
• Deer fencing has been installed at the Secondary Booster PS site and stockproof fencing is expected to be completed at the Primary Booster PS before the end of this month.

• The slip-lining works on the B862 at Glendoe will begin after ‘water into supply’ and is expected to take approximately 8 weeks. As mentioned previously, the 11 properties will continue to be supplied from the existing pipework via the Fort

Augustus treatment works as each of them are gradually brought onto the new supply.
Existing Invermoriston WTW
• Commissioning here has also been completed and on the day of water into supply the final connections will be made to the existing storage tanks. We do not expect there to be any interruptions to supply associated with this work.
• Once the new water treatment works has been brought into service, the existing Invermoriston works will be de-commissioned. The 2 filters at the old Invermoriston works are to be converted to provide additional treated water storage capacity for the area.
Fort Augustus Network Flushing
• Bringing water into supply from the new Fort Augustus Service Reservoir will involve flows being reversed within some parts of the existing water network. Scottish Water, our alliance partner ESD and a specialist contractor RPS will be working closely together over a period of approximately 4 nightshifts to gradually introduce the water into the network. This work takes place overnight in order to minimise the risk of water quality issues. During the process the pipework will be flushed and sampled. Works will only progress to the next stage once we are satisfied with the results from the on-site sampling. At present this is expected to take place between mid and late October.
3. Police Report:

1. On the 10th of September 2021, a 45-year-old woman was arrested on the A87 near Bun Loyne junction on suspicion of driving whilst intoxicated (alcohol). The woman later failed to provide evidential breath samples and was arrested for failing to provide this. A report was sent to the Procurator Fiscal.
2. There have been no Incidents to date.

3. On the 18th of September 2021 a 29-year-old man was found to be in possession of a personal amount of cannabis near to Dalcataig, Invermoriston. This was seized and a report sent to the Procurator Fiscal. The man was not local and there are no further concerns in this area.
4. There have been no incidents to date. 
4. Treasurer’s Report:

£4826.79 balance today with one outstanding cheque.

5. Community Amenity Issues:

Roads:

They Highland Council are planning on putting yellow lines up Bunoich Brae to stop people parking there in the summer months. 
Yellow lines will hopefully be put in beside Abbey Cottage to stop people parking outside the Chinese restaurant.
6. Renewable Energy Projects:

Coire Glas and Blaraidh have their planning permissions through.  We need to see what we can get out of them money wise to help the community.
Stronelairg the 3 new wind turbine blades were brought through the village at 7pm on the 24th of September.
7. Planning and licensing:

   21/04449/PIP development of house and garage in Auchteraw
   22/03253/FUL70ft mast (possibly attached to Bhlaraidh extension project).

   Scoping application at Bunloyne/ Cluanie 
8. Correspondence:
9. AOB: 
Play Park at Jenkins Park got given £20,000 from SSE but they need to raise additional funds to complete the park. 
HC brought up Caledonian house a small bit of grass has been cut but not all of it and another house is still sat empty.
Ness News will come out next week.

The next Community Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 27th October 2021 via Google Teams.
