Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston
Community Council
Minutes of the Fort Augustus and
 Glenmoriston Community Council Meeting 
held on Wednesday 30th June 2021.
Members Present:
Deirdre MacKinnon – Chair (DM)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Iain MacKnocher – Vice Chair (IM)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Jill Wyatt (JW)                                                                                                                                     Mike Anderson (MA)                                                                                                                               Robert MacDonald (RM)   
Margaret Davidson  (MD) 
David Fraser  (DF)                                                                                                                                                                  Malcolm Sutherland (MS)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Kelton Bennett (KB)                                                                                                                                                      Gavin Steel (GS)       
Apologies:       
Stuart Findlay –Treasurer (SF)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Helen Clay – Secretary (HC)                                                                                                                       Jeff Dymond (JD)
Note Taker:  Jade Marie Douglass (JMD)
1.  Minutes      
There was a typo on the previous minutes regarding Scottish Water chloramination.
The Minutes were proposed by IM and seconded by DM
The AGM Minutes were proposed by DM and seconded  by IM
2. Matters Arising
Invermoriston toilets: Invermoriston toilets, the money is fine; it is about getting a contract to just use the fund we have,  they have a good base to go on she has got CC meeting and will be slowly moving forward won’t be ready till next Spring.                             Campsite: Haven’t heard anything from Environmental Health about noise issues at the Loch Ness Highland Resort                                                                                                Sheltered Housing: Working alongside CC about the sheltered housing, anyone struggling can find help filling out forms through (DM)/(MD). There are 6 houses that still need to be filled and Highland Council would like mainly locals for these houses.
Kilchuimen Cemetery Road: Cemetery road work is now finished.
3. Police Report 
Road Safety 
On the 1st of June 2021 a 56-year-old woman was charged with careless driving and given a fixed penalty notice of 3points and £100 fine. This was for a careless driving incident on the 26th of May around 0830 hours on the B862 near Fort Augustus.
On the 4th of June 2021, a 54-year-old man received a fixed penalty notice for speeding on the A82 at Fort Augustus.
On the 8th of June 2021, a 15-year-boy was struck by a vehicle whilst running across the road on the A82 at the petrol station in Fort Augustus around 1345 hours. The boy received minor injuries. There were no offences detected during this incident. The police would like to thank members of the public who acted quickly during this incident to ensure an ambulance was contacted and the boy was looked after.
During this period,  there were also several reports of minor road traffic collisions in the area. No injuries resulted and all was in order with the drivers and vehicles who exchanged details and moved on.
4. Treasurer’s Report
Only £40 withdrawn from the account so £5299.96 remaining
5. Community Amenity Issues
Roads: Still trying to push roads to be repaired and/or resurfaced.
Etape: Etape Loch Ness will be going ahead on the 22nd August which is not the usual date but next year, it will be back to normal in April.                                                                                                             Covid guidelines will be followed, and they are working closely beside government health with putting procedures in place.                                                                                                                             The race is starting at 6:15am;  15mins earlier to control covid bubbles, we have also decreased how many cyclists we can have taken part by 20% to be reliant with covid guidelines.                                                                                                                                           There will be no food stations and all cyclists will be self-sufficient to minimise touch points.        There will be 3200 flyer drops into businesses, peoples’ post and communicating to the community about the race. Also, we are working with Traffic Scotland. Road closures will take place and would open at normal times as they have in the past years. Escorts will carry on for health care workers and so on if pre-organised. The event will be providing a donation to the CC and up to them in how they spend it.                                                                                                          How to do they plan to get rid of camper vans on the Dores road ready for the race was a question asked by MD, MS replied someone will go around and give relevant information about the race the days before and monitoring and patrolling night before. Ranger wardens were suggested to try and help. 
6. Scottish Water 
            GS and KB for Fort Augustus network 
1. North to south connection pipework:                                                                 Further sampling was required on the new pipeline between Fort William Road and Jenkins Park so there has been another round of flushing and disinfection in recent weeks. The final sample results are expected during week commencing 28th June and the connection works provisionally scheduled to take place the following week.
Jenkins Park
Once the new pipework crossing beneath the river and canal is brought into service, the connections into the existing pipework in the Jenkins Park area from the PRV chamber can be carried out. These have been held back as the new North-South connection pipeline will allow this to be done with much reduced impact on customer supplies. 
A82 cross-connection
Due to the embargo imposed by Transport Scotland on works on the A82 during July and August the cross-connection which needs to be installed from Station Road across the A82 to the opposite pavement is unlikely to take place until September.
2. Raw water intake: 
The new raw water pumping station has continued to operate on temporary power to supply water for commissioning of the new raw water treatment works. During June the power cabling works, new poles and pole mounted transformer installation have all been carried out, with the grid connection taking place on 23rd June. The permanent power supply is expected to be available from 28th June following which the temporary equipment will be removed.
With completion of the permanent power supply works we are planning the final surfacing work, and this is expected to take place later in June                                                                             
3.  Water Treatment Works Progress this period:
As with the raw water intake site, the operation of the new treatment works has been continuing with temporary generators. Cable testing and the pole installation works have been carried out this month and the grid connections took place on the 23rd of June. The permanent power supply is expected to be available from the 28th of June following which the temporary power supply equipment will be removed from the site.
Reliability testing commenced at the end of May and performance testing began on the 17th of June. The performance testing requires a continuous 28-day period of sampling of water quality. Satisfactory completion of this is a precursor to ‘water into supply’ which is expected to take place in early to mid-August.
4. Great Glen Way Pipeline:                                                                                                       Some minor snagging work has been carried out at the landslip area this month as agreed with Forestry and Land Scotland. Access along the GGW wasn’t affected, and this is now completed.
5. Fort Augustus service reservoir and distributing main:
The grid connection for the permanent power supply took place on the 24th of June and work associated with this is expected to be completed on 28th of June. Following this, the temporary generator will be removed from site.
We’ve continued to run a constant low flow through the new tank prior to it being discharged to the local watercourse which allows us to complete the remaining wet commissioning.
BT cable installation between Jenkins Park and the service reservoir itself took place between 24th and the 25th of May and the line should be available from the 6th of July to allow completion of the telemetry testing.
Flushing and sampling of the outlet main from the service reservoir has been carried out during June, when satisfactory results are received from the sampling analysis, we will begin flushing and distribution main. This entails running water through the new pipework from the service reservoir down to the connection points in Jenkins Park. Because of the limited availability of suitable discharge points, the flushing water will be collected by road tanker and disposed of on site where it can be de-chlorinated prior to discharge. This work will be carried out in July and then the pipework will be disinfected towards the end of July prior to water into supply in August.
6. Booster Pumping Stations and Slip-lining works
There has been no work carried out this month at the primary Booster pumping station site. Completion of the VRS barrier work will take place after water into supply – due to the proximity of the barrier to the existing water main this is considered the best option. The telephone line on site is now live and telemetry testing has been scheduled for the week commencing 12th July.
At the Secondary Booster PS site  cabling installation work was carried out at the end of May and SSEN have now completed the connection to their network.
As mentioned last month, the works to complete the access junction/ passing place at the Secondary Booster PS site had been delayed but was scheduled to take place during w/c 24th of May. This has now been completed and the only work remaining is a small- scale white lining and signage element plus the new VRS barrier. These works are planned to take place during late July/ early August.
The slip-lining works on the B862 at Glendoe will begin after water supply in August and extend through until mid- late October. For the most part, the existing water treatment works will supply the 11 properties as they are each gradually brought onto the new supply from the new water treatment works. Once the demand reaches such a low level the water treatment works can’t continue to operate, the drinking water storage tanks at the WTW will be filled with potable water that is tankered to site.
7.  Existing Invermoriston WTW
The existing treatment works at Invermoriston, which serves both Invermoriston and Dalchreichart, includes two filter cells and two Clear Water Tank compartments. Following water into supply in August the two existing filter cells at the Invermoriston WTW will be converted to provide additional treated water storage.
During the last month the main civil works which includes pipe laying, duct installation and concrete works have been completed. The new kiosk has been installed and the electrical and instrumentation works have commenced. 
Flushing of the pipeline between the new water treatment works and the existing works is planned to take place towards the end of June. This allows us to commission the pump set at the new works and commission the sampling equipment just installed at the existing works.
8. Pre-existing canal crossing
Scottish Water’s networks team have identified that additional valves are required to isolate the existing pipe that crosses the canal between the swing bridge and the loch. We have been asked to undertake this work and are currently in discussion with Scottish Canals and Historic Environment Scotland. This work needs Scheduled Monument Consent from HES which has been applied for, but this process takes up to 8 weeks. It is not expected to start until August. JW had a concern about interruptions with water supply SSE had water switched off and told that power would go off during a certain time but went off at 10 then water was on and off again and power and water cuts have been on and off not in times that was discussed.  (GS) said he would find out more information.                                                                                                                                  IM brought up that Loch Tarff water will be no longer be the water supply and asked if there will be any problems with the burn. GS didn’t know about any problems with the burn but will find out more information.                                      ( MA would like local people to know and get updates for when the disruption starts. 
7. Renewable Energy:                                                                                                                                              MD said there is a need to replace 3 turbines that will have to come through the village and asked for these to be delivered in the evening.  MD or DM will get in touch with Stronelairg Windfarm.                                                                                                                                                        JD has resigned as CC representative from Auchterawe Liaison Group, HC will be new representative – no updates
8. Planning and Licensing 
No updates
9. Correspondence – none
10. AOB
Speeding still on going on Auchterawe Road, CC will get in touch with Lisa Marchi.
A shed has been built at the bottom pier in Fort Augustus that is being used to hold paddles, boards and outside there are canoes and kayaks but don’t know if they have planning permission for the shed. MD to chase it up. 
The water level in Loch Ness is very low and it has been in the news, so the boat on the shore at Inchnacardoch Bay could be lifted out of the water.  (DM) will try to speak to someone about it 
The line of vision coming into and coming out of Inchnacardoch Bay is bad due to overgrown shrubs and grass on the verges. 
Wireless broadband was brought up with JW having had an email with it possibly being up and running next summer 
Ness News goes out next week with all the news about new houses in it.
Glengarry Shinty Club had approached IM and DM that there was a  lack of equipment for shinty to be included in the school curriculum. An application was sent to the Community Company but was declined due to it being put in from the school. It is now being  re submitted by the shinty club.
Kilchuimen Academy has a new deputy head.
Invermoriston football nets have been removed but will be replaced when Highland Council  sort out the issue of grass cutting. 
Someone has been asking about grass cutting as she is a council tenant and is unable to do it herself. 
Need to get more people involved in the community council especially under 50’s and younger people to get involved.
Boundary Commission - Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston area would be now known as Aird with south Loch Ness  coming under Inverness. It  would be good to get people to write to their MSP’s to step forward as the local community are not happy as we would lose a councillor. They seem to be sympathetic but we need their support such as Kate Forbes. They will bring it to the Scottish Parliament in August.                       
No meeting in July, next CC meeting will be August Wednesday 25th  7.30 pm via Teams.                           
