Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council
Minutes of the Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council Meeting held on Wednesday 25th August 2021.

Members Present:
Deirdre MacKinnon – Chair (DM)

Iain MacKnocher – Vice Chair (IM)

Helen Clay – Secretary (HC)

Mike Anderson (MA)

     Jeff Dymond (JD)

Jill Wyatt (JW)
In Attendance
Margaret Davidson – Councillor (MD)
David Fraser – Councillor (DF)

Kelton Bennett (KB)

Gavin Steel (GS)

Lisa Marchi (LM)

Sally Cooper (SC)

Karen Fox (KF)
              Apologies: 
Robert MacDonald (RM)
Malcolm Sutherland (MS)

Note Taker: Jade Marie Douglass (JMD)
1. Previous Minutes

The Minutes were proposed by HC and seconded by MA
2. Matters Arising 

DM brought up that a new Treasurer was needed and a bank signatory, MA stepped up to do this and will be in discussion with DM.
Jeff is willing to carry on being our director for the Community Company because if we didn’t  have him, there wouldn’t be a CC representative until their next AGM.
Loch Ness Highland Resort: We have received a few complaints about the new sign erected and the Highland Council have written to the owner about what authority he has for the sign and if he fails to show proof, then he will be asked to remove the sign. If this is unsuccessful, enforcement might be the case which isn’t straight forward. 
Glenmoriston Estate: People are still complaining about barbed wire around the fence and people not able to go through the field. Legal proceedings are going ahead and the CC will get updates at some point in the future. 
Riverside Park Invermoriston:  Many residents at Riverside Park have created a petition and are not too happy with the proposed plans for the playpark that they have heard about. The Glenmoriston Improvement Group has proposed these plans for changes to the field and park without any planning or consultation. The residents want this to go through the Community Council but fully support  the plan for new play equipment, weeds and overgrowing bushes being replaced and cleaned up. However, they are unhappy about a possible compostable toilet. They have fears that the new compostable toilet will encourage more people to wild camp in the field which is very close to residents’ homes. 
They also brought up additional parking for residents and that there should be a separate carpark for the playing field.
JW brought up that the group was set up about 18 months ago and they were just asking the community for ideas and that no plans were put forward.

MD said if we could get the Minutes for their meetings in the future so the CC could see what they are doing. 

Invermoriston Cemetery: MD said the trees have been cut and wasn’t sure what else they wanted done to the cemetery.  

JD said that when the leaves fall off the trees and branches come off during windy weather,  it quickly makes the area look very messy and doesn’t looked very well cared for. When the leaves are wet, they also become a hazard and the road and path is quite steep as it is. 
Sheltered Housing: Four local residents have been allocated the new sheltered housing so far. Beside the Telford Centre,  there is an outside gas tank which was meant to be put in the ground as it is very dirty and unsightly and is directly outside the new houses.  It has been asked if it can be put underground or cleaned and covered up. MA stated that if it is a live gas tank,  there will be rules and regulations about that.
Invermoriston Toilets: Going to tender and the cost of materials is very high at the moment. After the tender comes through, they will be able to see how much money they have to use to fix up the toilets.

In Your Element: Regarding the shed at the bottom pier there’s a sign saying Reserved for Active Highs and Boots and Paddles with permission from Scottish Canals, but DM hasn’t been able to figure out yet who they are or what planning permission if any, is in place. Local Scottish Canals workers were also unaware of who they are. Locals have been told to turn and leave the bottom car park/ turning point as these groups think that the whole area is for their sole use. 
HC brought up a similar situation that happened at the Well of the Seven Heads with people being turned away by people claiming that area was theirs.
The road itself to the pier is full of potholes and parking bays were an idea for that area at the bottom to minimise how many vehicles go down there. However, the Highland Council need to resurface the whole road first before this can be done. 
Roads: The Gorthleck road is very bad with potholes and deep ruts on the verges and as a lot of Fort Augustus residents use that road, the CC will get in touch with Stratherrick CC to contact the Highland Council about possible repairs to the road.
3. Police Report
Incidents between 19/07/2021 – 19/08/2021

1. On the 5th of August 2021 around 1200 hours, a male was charged with having no MOT for his vehicle in Fort Augustus. Another person was charged for causing and permitting no MOT on the vehicle. A report was submitted to the PF for consideration of prosecution.

On the 18th of August 2021 around 1440 hours there was a report of dangerous driving on the B862 around 1 mile north of Fort Augustus. A red Skoda was seen to be driving in a dangerous manner overtaking a campervan. If anyone has any information or witnessed this, please contact police on 101, quoting reference number NN/4747/21.
On the 18th of July 2021 there was a report of an illegal snare on the fence line near Abertarff Place, Fort Augustus. A local resident observed a cat stuck in the trap and freed it. The cat was not injured thankfully. If anyone has any information as to who might have set the trap, please get in touch with police on 101 quoting reference NN/4441/21
2. There has been no incidents to date.

3. There has been no incidents to date.

4. There has been no incidents to date.
4. Treasurer’s Report
£5139.96 remaining after payments of
- £160 Ness News (Seonaid)
- £40 Minute taker

- £610 Ness News 

- £250 Sheep Dog Trials Donation 
5. Community Amenity Issues

Car Parks: No Update 
Roads: No update
6. Scottish Water Presentation: 
Fort Augustus Network

1. North to south connection pipework: 

The new pipework that crosses beneath the canal and river was brought into service in July. This is supplying water from the existing water treatment works to all the properties along Auchterawe Road and between Jenkins Park and Inchnacardoch.

Jenkins Park
Successful commissioning of the pipeline crossing beneath the canal and river allowed us to proceed with the 2 PRV connections adjacent to the car park in Jenkins Park with minimal impact on customers. These have both been completed although occasional flushing will be required until water into supply is achieved. The reinstatement carried out to date is only temporary and will be made permanent in early to mid-September.
Station Road

The non-intrusive investigations carried out at the beginning of July helped us successfully establish the route of the pipe and pinpoint the location of the existing buried valve. An excavation was carried out earlier this month to locate the valve and a surface box has been constructed around it to make it accessible. The temporary footpath reinstatement here will also be made permanent during September.

A82 Cross-connection
The non-intrusive investigations carried out at the beginning of July helped us successfully establish the route of the pipe and pinpoint the location of the existing buried valve. An excavation was carried out earlier this month to locate the valve and a surface box has been constructed around it to make it accessible. The temporary footpath reinstatement here will also be made permanent during September.
Pre-existing canal crossing
The Scheduled Monument Consent has been received from HES for the additional valve work required to isolate the existing pipe crossing the canal between the swing bridge and the loch. This work can only take place after water into supply and will be programmed to run consecutively with the A82 cross-connection.

2. Raw- water intake

The new raw water pumping station permanent power has been in operation now since the end of June and the site continues to supply water to the new treatment works.
The final surfacing to the access road was carried out in July and some soft landscaping remains to be completed.
3. Water Treatment Works
As with the raw water intake site, the permanent power supply to the new treatment works was completed towards the end of June. The plant has been operating since then on permanent power and the temporary generator etc have all now been removed.
 The final road surfacing has been completed although some hard landscaping to footpaths etc has yet to be carried out along with the remainder of the perimeter fencing.
Performance testing and associated sampling has been continuing as we prepare for final agreement on the ‘water into supply’ date, now expected to take place in early to mid-September.
4. Fort Augustus Service Reservoir and Distribution Main

The grid connection at the new Service Reservoir was also completed towards the end of June and the site has been operating on the permanent supply since then.
Telemetry testing was carried out during July and the satellite link between the Service Reservoir and the water treatment works was also commissioned. This has allowed us to test the operation of the system on level control, confirming that the pumps will start and stop as required to maintain the level in the storage tanks.
The distribution main from the service reservoir down to the connection points in Jenkins Park has now been fully flushed, disinfected and sample results confirmed as satisfactory. The water in the pipework is now being turned over regularly to ensure it remains fresh until water into supply.
5. Booster Pumping stations and slip-lining works
Telemetry testing was completed in July for the Primary Booster pumping station site.
Final commissioning for both Primary and Secondary Booster PS’s is ongoing at present. 

The slip-lining works on the B862 at Glendoe will begin after water into supply in September and extend through until late October. For the most part, the existing water treatment works will supply the 11 properties as they are each gradually

brought onto the supply from the new treatment works. Once the demand reaches such a low level that the water treatment works can’t continue to operate, the drinking water storage tanks at the WTW will be filled with potable water that is tankered to site.

6. Existing Invermoriston WMW
The electrical, mechanical and instrumentation works at the existing Invermoriston treatment works have all been completed since the last update. Most of the commissioning work has also been carried out.
The new pipework that will supply drinking water from the new works to the existing works has been fully flushed, disinfected and satisfactory sample results received. On the day of water into supply, the final connections will be made to the existing storage tanks. We do not expect there to be any interruptions to supply associated with this work.

7. Fort Augustus Network Flushing
Bringing water into supply from the new Fort Augustus Service Reservoir will involve flows being reversed within some parts of the existing water network. Scottish Water, our alliance partner ESD and RPS will be working closely together over a period of approximately 4 nightshifts to gradually introduce the water into the network. This work takes place overnight to minimise the risk of water quality issues. During the process, the pipework will be flushed and sampled. Works will only progress to the next stage once we are satisfied with the results from the on-site sampling. At present, this is expected to take place early in September.

6. Renewable Energy Projects
Coire Glas project.

 KF presented. 

The Coire Glas Pumped Hydro Transmission connection.

·  Scottish and Southern electricity networks- transmissions (SSEN-T) has received a Transmission Owner Connection Agreement to connect the Coire Glas Pumped Hydro Scheme for December 2027 with an increase in capacity in 2029.

· The two-phase connection for a total of 1296MW, this is based on: Phase 1 connection of 612MW in December 2027 and phase 2 connection of a further 684MW in October 2029.

· The project includes the connection works and wider reinforcement works. This work includes:

 > Establishment of a new switching station at the point of connection.
> The route optioneering of 400kv overhead line circuits (OHL) from the point of connection to a new substation in the Invergarry area.
> Site selection to establish a new substation in the Invergarry area.

> Route optioneering of 400kv overhead line circuits between the new substation at Invergarry and the existing Fort Augustus Substation.

> Modification to Fort Augustus Substation (already consented).

> Rationalisation of a section of FFE/FFW.

· SSEN-T are at an early stage (strategy development) and have started the optioneering on the routeing of the overhead lines and the siting of substations.
 MD asked for a clearer picture of where a substation would be placed as the map was a bit unclear.
 KF said she would have more details towards autumn and wintertime.

 MD also asked could they consider an underline work up in Auchteraw 400Kv lines could possibly block out the sun.
KF replied with they will bring that up when they do the rationalisation.

Auchteraw substation - LM said they haven’t received any complaints and have been thorough with giving residents information and work has been continuing and have been in contact with neighbours and they all seem happy.
MD said that the Bhlaraidh application is in, it’s a national one and will be going to Planning Committee at the end of year. It’s to do with adding more wind turbines, the environmental impact has been done. As they are needing to use the roads, we should be pushing for money from them for road improvements. 
DM bought up that Stronelairg needed three new blades and that they have asked for them to be moved during the evening when the roads are quieter and Traffic Scotland agree with this.
7. Planning and Licensing  - No Update
8. Correspondence – 
Letter from Riverside Park residents and one about speeding signs in Fort Augustus as people are overtaking dangerously. 
9. AOB

Yellow lines needed to stop people parking outside Abbey Cottage and Richmond House  This is due to increased parking outside the Chinese restaurant. There were cones  placed to deter people from parking there but they were removed by Highway Maintenance for some reason. 
HC brought up electric car chargers in the carpark as one or two weren’t working and need to be fixed.
Two new police officers have recently joined our local police and will be starting in the coming weeks.
A couple of lights are out down the road at the bottom pier. 

Scottish Canals: Caledonian House  - the fence is all rotting and falling over and the concrete is also collapsing; the area is messy and could do with a clean up and a new fence being installed. 

The Glen Tarff property is empty and could be used by people who genuinely really need it. The whole area up that side of the canal looks awful. 
Fort Augustus toilets is still an issue; MD said she would sort it out. We also don’t know why the toilets are being cleaned by a company that are only cleaning it twice a day when it needs more than that and why someone local couldn’t do the job. 

DF said to talk to Russell Fraser about getting some advice on toilets. 
The next Community Council Meeting will be held 29th September at 7:30pm 
