
Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council
Draft Minutes of the Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council Meeting held at the Millennium Hall, Invermoriston at 7.30 p.m. on Wednesday 30th October 2019.
Members Present:
Deirdre MacKinnon - Chair (DM)
Stuart Findlay - Treasurer (SF)
Helen Clay - Secretary (HC)
Rachel Hayes (RH)
Jeff Dymond (JD)

Carol Pritchard (CP)

Mike Anderson (MA)

Margaret Davidson - Councillor (MD)

Apologies:

Iain MacKnocher - Vice Chair (IM)
Note taker: Samantha Cornelius

1.    Previous Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting on Wednesday 25th September 2019 were agreed to be an accurate and true reflection.  Proposed by RH and seconded by CP.
Presentations:

Graeme Ambrose from the Loch Ness Challenge Event.  Over the course of three days in May 2020 there will be an Ultra Marathon, a Mountain Bike Event and three individual marathons over the 29th, 30th and 31st May around Loch Ness sponsored by SSE Renewables.

The Ultra marathon will start at Dores at 10 pm, it is a 360 event so will end at Dores with a maximum duration of 24 hrs, so contestants must be back at Dores by 10 p.m. the following night.

Mountain Bike Event is also a 360 event leaving from Dores at 5 p.m. to 5 p.m. the next day.
Three marathons over three days with the option to do one, two or three.  Stages are Dores to Drumnadrochit, Drumnadrochit to Fort Augustus and Fort Augustus to Dores.

There are 100 places available for each event with the potential to increase numbers for the running events but not for the cycling event.  At time of print 82 places for the Ultra had been taken, 67 of the bike and 30 for the individual marathons.

 The route is utilising the Great Glen Way and South Ness Trail so there will be no road closures.  There are obvious pinch points at Drumnadrochit and Fort Augustus but there will be signage and marshals to assist.  Any profits will be used to upgrade the trails.
Further information is available at LochNess360.com or graeme@visitILN.com
2.    Matters Arising
Scottish Canals:  MD to write to the CEO of Scottish Canals regarding their lack of community engagement commented on at the last meeting.  Scottish Canals were asked and agreed to attend a meeting well before the start of Phase 2 to provide a more detailed overview of the plans and how the works will affect the general community as well as local businesses but failed to do so.
Car Park/Parking:  Shane Manning (SM) is yet to visit Fort Augustus to discuss parking in the village.  The Lovat Estate intends to complete the car park extension themselves and not lease or sell the land to THC but have asked THC to put in ticket machines and oversee collections etc.  MD to ask SM to remedy Canalside road: pot holes, edges and then white lining.  Parking will be charged all year round, 50% of income from car parking charges will stay local - which means Inverness however MD will try to keep it local to the area.  Bunoich car park will remain free.  MD to ask SM to attend a CC meeting. 
Speeding: Transport Scotland have advised CC to get in touch with Richard Perry (RP) (Richard.Perry@transport.gov.scot) about the speed limits in Invermoriston.  DM to contact.

MD to contact RP about the 30 mph speed limit signage on the Fort William Road.
The ambulance service has asked for a box junction to be placed outside the entrance to the new doctor’s surgery as it gets blocked by traffic when the bridge is closed.  MD to contact David Devine.
RH to e-mail MD and DM about signage issues at Torgoyle and they will contact David Devine.
SSE - Road Improvement:  No update. 
Information Pod:   No update.
3.    Police Report
No Police report was available.  DM to complain to Police. 
4.    Treasurer’s Report
The current balance at 29 Oct is £6,064.13.  The interim accounts have been prepared.
5.    Community Amenity Issues
Toilets:  Invermoriston.  Update from CP from the GMHC minutes.  THC has undertaken a feasibility study but the results won’t be available until January 2020.  MD asked whether the community wanted portaloos as it was not just a GMHC mater but a community one.  Neil Jaffrey is the project manager at THC who is looking at potential funding.  Unknown whether the update would be within the hall or a separate new toilet block.  There was a question as to ownership of the land and the site is currently subject to a land registry search in Edinburgh.  The septic tank was badly installed originally and the resolution of the issue needs to be discussed with the village hall committee and with the wider community.
As the toilets would not now be opened even on a temporary basis SF stated that temporary toilets were required now.  Stratherrick have designs for their new toilet block which could be reviewed also the architect’s drawings from Storr on Skye.  May be prudent to get a bid ready for funding from Blue Energy (Beinneun) whose next round of funding applications is at the end of Jan beginning of Feb which would make funds available in May if successful.
Invermoriston:  Achnaconeran road.  MD has told the roads department to look at the road in its entirety initially reviewing the drainage and then repairing/resurfacing the road.
Dalchreichart Cemetery:  No update.
Buses:  MD sent a representative to the school to ask why the community bus was not being used as it should be.  It costs £25 a day to hire it but not being used properly.   A way to utilise it needs to be found, as it is a community bus not a school bus owned by the Community Company.  MD to attend the school to discuss.
A question was asked whether the bus that takes the OAP’s to Fort William could collect from Invermoriston.  Unfortunately, it can only collect from Fort Augustus but DM to contact Judy Webster for confirmation.
Liftshare:  Liftshare are the UK's leading car share provider. Based in Norwich with a small team, Liftshare has been providing a car share platform for 20 years. Liftshare enables organised car sharing by connecting people travelling in the same direction so they can arrange to travel together and share the costs, whilst reducing congestion and pollution at the same time.  Any journey you take is appropriate for sharing, whether it be one-off or a regular commute.  Registration is free.
Road Issues:  Update of issues raised by MD with David Devine:
· Extending the 30 mph limit on the Fort William Road - ongoing;
· Extending 30 mph limit by the fish factory by Torgoyle - ongoing;
· Manhole/drain cover outside Police Station - ongoing;
· Speed limit at Invermoriston reduction from 40 to 30 mph – ongoing;
· Rupture in newly resurfaced road approximately 1 mile north of Allt-na-Criche leaking water - ongoing;
· Kerb repairs on bridge - ongoing.
6.    Renewable Energy Projects
Cloich Windfarm:  No update.

Glenshero:  Decision pending.
Dell Windfarm:  Has consent.  MD to mitigate entrance.
Fort Augustus Substation:  SSEN advised that the Public Road Improvement works to resurface the road from the substation to the cemetery was not part of the planning consent and would therefore not be going ahead as previously advised, however, they are in discussions with THC to agree a way forward.  Phase two of PRI which had consent was due to commence on 4th November for six weeks.  The next meeting is on the 13th November at 7.00 p.m. at The Lovat Hotel.
7.    Planning & Licensing
19/04459/FUL - Land 80m north of Tigh Na Bruach, Invermoriston. Erection of house.

The CC had no comment.

19/04442/LBC - The Old Smithy, Invermoriston, IV63 7YA.  Erection of porch.
The CC had no comment.

19/03581/FUL - Land 40m south of Pinecroft, Auchterawe, Fort Augustus.  Erection of house.

The CC had no comment.

19/004341/FUL - Re-opening of Muir pit, lateral extension to area of extraction, installation of mobile screening plant, restoration of borrow pit to forest.
The CC had no comment.

19/041559/FUL - Land to the north of Tullachard, Auchterawe, Fort Augustus.  Erection of dwelling (Renewal of 16/03753/FUL).
The CC had no comment.
19/04039/FUL - Land 2075M East of Ceannacroc, Farm Cottage, Glenmoriston.  Siting of four shepherds’ huts for holiday accommodation.
The CC had no comment.
19/04749/FUL - Land East of The Lock Inn Canalside South Fort Augustus.  Conversion of first floor from 2 flats to 8 guest rooms, erection of storage building, installation of ramp and canopy.
CC to comment on parking and access.
8.    Correspondence
Scottish Water update received.
Thanks received from the Sheepdog Trials.
Scottish Water community event Tuesday 19th November in Inverness.

Community Company AGM to be held in Fort Augustus Village Hall on Tuesday 19th November.

The CC are backing the Leisure and Recreation Group formed from the Community Action survey.
Three Glens Social Care to support sheltered housing is to be progressed.

Karen from the Community Company will shortly be in touch with CP regarding Christmas Lights in Invermoriston.
DM to try to source Christmas trees for Fort Augustus and Invermoriston.
9.    AOB
Leisure and Recreation Group meeting Tuesday 12th November from 5 - 6.30 p.m. in the Village Hall.
Abandoned car in field at Glenmoriston (following the canoe meet), owner traced and CP in correspondence with owner.

Query about ownership of land between Abertarff and the campsite in relation to trees - advised to contact the tree officer at THC.
The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 27th November 2019 in the Memorial Hall, Fort Augustus at 7.30 p.m.

