
Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council
Minutes of the Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council Meeting held at the Millennium Hall, Invermoriston on Wednesday 30th August 2017 @ 7.30 p.m.
Members Present:
Deirdre MacKinnon - Chair (DM)
Iain MacKnocher - Vice-Chair (IM)
Helen Clay - Secretary (HC)
Carol Pritchard (CP)
Rachel Hayes (RH)
Steven Smith (SS)
Margaret Davidson - Councillor (MD)
George Cruickshank - Councillor (GC) 
Apologies:
Jeff Dymond (JD)
Note taker: Samantha Cornelius
Prior to the commencement of the meeting a period of reflection was observed following the recent passing of Johnnie MacDonald.
1. Previous Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting on Wednesday 28th June 2017 were agreed to be an accurate and true reflection.  Proposed by CP seconded by RH.
DM proposed HC as Treasurer, seconded by SS.
HC appointed to be the CC representative on the Community Company.
Stuart Findlay was appointed as Associate Member on the basis of his knowledge and expertise surrounding windfarms.  Proposed by IM and seconded by HC.
JD was nominated as Chairperson for the Auchterawe Community Liaison Group.  Proposed by CP and seconded by SS.
2. Matters Arising
Shooting Club:  A resident has raised concerns over the number of shoots and subsequent noise issue.  Helen Gray from Glenmoriston   Estate advised that the owner plans to meet and speak to local residents as he is aware of the noise issues and complaints.
Toilets:  The toilets at Invermoriston are currently closed.  Discussions are ongoing with THC and the Village hall Committee over a resolution to the issue of septic tank which needs to be replaced.
The Riggs:  Several residents have commented on the caravan currently parked on the road at The Riggs and have been advised to speak to the owner in the first instance.
Abertarff:  One car remains at Abertarff Place MD to contact Housing again.
Boats:  Daniel Clark of Cruise Loch Ness has offered to help remove the sunken boats.  CC to ask the Community Company to clear the area around Inchnacardoch Bay which is overgrown and littered.
School Fields:  No update, enquiries to be made with the Community Company.
Car Parks:  No plans have yet been provided for the revised car park.  In response to the difficulties this year with the increase of visitors to the village a meeting is to be convened including members from THC, CC, Police and Ward Managers to consider how best to deal with a potentially similar situation next year.
THC is to mark Invermoriston car park with designated parking spaces.  Twenty pot holes in Fort Augustus car park have been repaired but it also needs to be lined by the THC, MD to suggest that Invermoriston car park is done at the same time.
Buses:  Letter received regarding the 5th August when the 12:12 Fort Augustus to Inverness bus (919) failed to stop at the main bus stop.  People had tickets that had been pre-purchased who were left stranded as connections were then missed.  CityLink denied that the bus hadn’t stopped but there have been numerous complaints about the buses generally.  MD to pass the letter to the Public Transport Department.
3. Police Report
PC Jones N104 and Inspector Mark Rasdale were in attendance.
PC Jones presented the report covering July and August as follows:
One person reported to the Procurator Fiscal for driving whilst under the influence of alcohol; Eighteen non-injury road traffic collisions; two injury road traffic collisions; twelve reports regarding driver behaviour (some drivers traced and spoken to, no offences); four drivers issued conditional offers for various road traffic offences; five drivers issued conditional offers for speeding offences; one driver reported for road traffic offence; one driver reported for dangerous driving.
Six reports of concerns for persons, all persons traced and are now safe and well; one report of 2 males in trouble in the water in Fort Augustus, persons traced safe and well; one report of a male injured in kayaking incident in Invermoriston, traced safe and well and received treatment for minor injury; eight reports of disorder, Police attended no complaints made and no offences recorded; one report of threatening and abusive behaviour, enquiries ongoing; one person reported to Procurator Fiscal for breach of the peace; three separate incidents of disorder, three persons reported to Procurator Fiscal for assault and threatening and abusive behaviour.
One person reported to procurator fiscal for drug offence.
One report of theft of copper cable from industrial site, enquiries ongoing; one report of vandalism in Invermoriston, enquiries ongoing; one report of fraud, enquiries ongoing; one report of vandalism in Fort Augustus, enquiries ongoing; two reports of theft, enquiries ongoing; one report of theft, one person charged with offence.  Report of possible skimming device on ATM in Fort Augustus, ATM checked and NO device on machine, ongoing enquiries into this report.
Police would like to remind all members of the community that when using an ATM machine, the keypad should be covered when entering their PIN number to prevent persons obtaining their details
Insp. Rasdale advised that Fort Augustus was currently one officer down as PC Mathieson has now moved.  Interviews are pending for a replacement to take the team back to three officers.  The Inspector then addressed matters within a letter to Chief Superintendent MacDonald from the CC.  Issues raised included:
Parking: numerous complaints regarding parking issues in Fort Augustus - cones placed in areas of concern and when possible Police have attended at local car parks to assist with this issue, on one occasion closing off the car park for a short time to reduce the build-up of traffic on the A82.
Police Presence:  One officer has been taken away from Fort Augustus for cover for football duty within the last three months.
Cover:  should any incident arise in Fort Augustus officers would be pulled in from outlying areas to resolve/assist.
Roads:  the CC was directed to the Roads Policing Team based in Dingwall.
The Stronelairg transformers were delivered on the 8th August at 5p.m. a peak traffic time which caused a lot of delay.  MD requested the name of the Inspector of Roads Policing in order to discuss future deliveries.
Regarding the abandoned vehicle on Glendoe Estates, Police contacted THC for removal as not dangerous or causing any obstruction.
4. Treasurer’s Report
As at 3rd July 2017 the balance was £5,906.52.
5. Community Amenity Issues
Drainage:  Ongoing.
Car Parks:
Clansman Centre:  MD to contact THC waste manager to try to find a satisfactory solution to the issue of bins.
Caravan Park at Markethill:  Keith Gibson (THC) has now issued enforcement on the park.
A82:  Bear Scotland is aware of the road outside Girvans and will resolve.  The dip by the Boutique B&B at Point Clair remains as this was not dealt with during the recent road upgrade.
A887:  RH to contact Traffic Scotland and advise about the information signs for works on the A887 which show conflicting times closure depending on the direction of travel (one states 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. and another 6 a.m. to 7 p.m.).
6. Renewable Energy Projects
Consented Projects:
Stronelairg Windfarm:  Next CLG meeting 12 Sep, SSE and the Community Company are to get ideas about what communities want to do with the income generated for community benefit.  The Community Company would be issuing a newsletter on the 2nd Sept about the Medical Centre and Convent Wood.
Beinneun Windfarm:  Angus Robertson has been appointed as the Blue Energy Director, he intends to visit other sites and come back in a couple of months.  He will talk to Blue Energy about the best way forward, panels,  committees etc. and pass on ideas.  Funds will be available from Jun 2018.
Bhlaraidh Windfarm:  All turbines raised to cell level and the final blades will completed by third week of September. A further area of the site has been energised and this should be fully complete by the end of September. Hand over to the operational arm of SSE by end of September - who will run it for 10 years.
Project should complete approximately 2 months ahead of schedule. The work connecting the residents to the mains water supply is almost complete and the residents are very pleased with the effort made by SSE, particularly the project manager Billy Jack, in getting Scottish Water to progress matters and in arranging contractors and the legal requirements.
SSE will also contribute just over £12,700 towards the cost of reinstating the cost of the track from the main road to the last of the houses – balance cost to be shared between the residents and the Glenmoriston Estate. This work will be completed by the end of November.
The residents wanted to express their thanks to SSE for the way the project had been run.  In the main it was a well-run project.
Millennium Windfarm:  No update.
Auchterawe Substation:   The next meeting is the 11th October at the Lovat Hotel at 7.00 p.m.
Culachy:  No update.
7. Planning & Licensing
a. 17/3779/FUL - Tulipa 5 Glendale Park - Extension.  No comment from CC.
b. 17/03537/FUL - Craik-Na-Dav, Invermoriston - Raising of external house walls and raising of roof to provide additional accommodation.
c. 17/03084/FUL - Kilianan Mor, Invermoriston - Change of use to house with extension to form additional accommodation and a Bed & Breakfast unit. Neutral comment added about the trees.  The tree officer has requested that they give information about the impact on trees and information about septic tanks and drainage.
d. 17/03063/FUL - Old Farm Glenmoriston Lodge Estate, Invermoriston - Erection of conservatory.
e. 17/035480/SCRE - Electricity Sub Station Auchterawe - Two phase expansion of the substation.  Phase one comprises a 132 kV/400kV substation.  Phase two comprises a 275 kV/400 kV substation.  This is a GIS substation.  With the majority of plant and equipment contained within buildings.
f. 17/03567/SCRE - Land 700m NW of Cabernish Spean Bridge - temporary overhead line diversion as part of proposed refurbishment works of existing 132kV overhead line between Fort Augustus & Fort William (Screening request under EIA Regulations 2017).
g. 17/03480/OHL - Electricity Sub Station, Auchterawe - Change single pole 10 the Auchterawe 33kV overhead line to a double and erect a new double pole 1 adjacent to the powerhouse.
h. 174/03381/OHL - Land 700m NW of Cabernish Spean Bridge - Temporary overhead line from a diversion to the existing Fort William to Fort Augustus 132kV overhead line.
i. Retrospective application for additional lodges at the Loch Ness Caravan Park in Invermoriston was granted.
8. Correspondence
Running event on 16 September from Fort Augustus to Kinlochleven.  One coach with 50 runners will meet at 4.45 a.m. and walk to canalside for a 5.00 a.m. start.  A further two coaches at 5.45 a.m. with a 6.00 a.m. start.
Letter from Fort Augustus Sheepdog trials thanking the CC for their donation.
Letter inviting attendees to the Kirking of the Council ceremony on the 10th Sept.
Highland Small Community Trust invitation to Annual Conference and AGM on 8th Sep in the British Legion in Inverness which Marine Harvest and Murdison Law are sponsoring.
9. AOB
Complaints about the queues for the public toilets in Fort Augustus, so lengthy that people were seen urinating outside.
The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 27th September at The Memorial Hall,  Fort Augustus at 7.30 p.m.
