
Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council
Minutes of the Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council Meeting held at the Memorial Hall, Fort Augustus on Wednesday 29th March 2017 @ 7.30 p.m.
Members Present:
Iain MacKnocher - Vice-Chair (IM)
Johnny MacDonald - Treasurer (JM)
Deirdre MacKinnon - Secretary (DM)
Steven Smith (SS)
Rachel Hayes (RH)
Jeff Dymond (JD)
Margaret Davidson - Councillor (MD)
Apologies:
Carol Pritchard - Chairperson (CP)
Helen Clay (HC)
Note taker: Samantha Cornelius
Peter Yair has resigned from the Community Council, the members wish to thank him for his services to the Community.
1. Previous Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting on Wednesday 22nd February 2017 were agreed to be an accurate and true reflection.  Proposed by RH and seconded by SS.
2. Matters Arising
Shooting Club:  No update.
Torgoyle Bridge Signage:  BEAR have said that they will review but no fixed update.  MD to contact again.
Scottish Canal Properties:  Scottish Canals are looking for people to use the coffee shop (Cobbs) and may open this summer.  No update as to other properties in Fort Augustus.
Mast:  Two potential sites for the mast have been proposed both in the main car park.  It will be 15 metres high with a 5m x 5m base.
3. Police Report
Five minor non injury road traffic collisions, mainly on the A82.  One driver reported to the Procurator Fiscal for driving whilst over the prescribed alcohol limit.  Five drivers issued with a conditional offer for speeding offences.
One report of concern for male - traced safe and well.  One report for concern for male - traced and conveyed to New Craigs Hospital.
One report of drunk male on a city link coach in Fort Augustus, male removed from coach and arrangements made for his onward travel. No offences.
Two reports of a possible skimming device on ATM machines in Fort Augustus - both ATM’s were checked immediately by Police with no evidence of any device.  Police requested for an engineer to attend and check them as well.  The engineer advised there was nothing to suggest that any skimming device had been on the ATM machines.
Around the beginning of March 2017 a boat was recovered on Loch Ness by the Coastguard, the owner of the boat has not presented themselves to claim the boat. If anyone has any knowledge of whom the boat may belong to or if anyone has lost a boat please ask them to contact the Police.
4. Treasurer’s Report
The account balance remains as at 28 February 2017 is £5,486.52.
5. Community Amenity Issues
Resurfacing on A887 from 13th - 31st March partially completed by Bear Scotland.
The drain beside the Police Station is now resolved.
Pot holes:  A82 south of Fort Augustus going onto the straight mile and also the straight road past Allt na Criche - repaired; road at Three Bridges - repaired; road at Village Hall - not repaired.
MD advised that she had spoken to Mhairi Law (District Manager NHS) who agreed to the creation of a liaison group with two to three people from the NHS to keep the community up to date and give the opportunity to ask questions.  The Community Company should be invited to attend to discuss the Medical Centre.  Mhairi Law to be invited to next Community Council meeting in May.
Residents parking in Fort Augustus Car Park without charge - no update.
Community Care - There was a meeting Friday 24th March between Glengarry, Fort Augustus and Invergarry together with NHS Highland.  We have to take forward and get started on plans to fill gaps within community care.   The NHS are keen for it to be done and are arranging a further meeting with a specialist (Denise) who sets up such schemes.  The Glenmoriston scheme would like to join with Fort Augustus and Invergarry to create one scheme.  No list of designated people as yet.  There may be an application for a contribution towards accommodation costs.
6. Renewable Energy projects
Consented Projects:
Stronelairg Windfarm:  Next liaison group meeting is 4th April.
Concern was raised about the reinstatement of the Village Green after the works have been completed.  Confirmed that there is a planning condition for full reinstatement together with a traffic management scheme and pavement and crossing at the Fort William end of the village before construction starts.
Discussion about the current site being investigated for the path by SSE and the issue of the crossing not being permitted near to the Fire Station exit.
Beinneun Windfarm:  A closed meeting is planned with Blue Energy on 19th April to discuss further their plans for the distribution of community benefits from the windfarm.
Bhlaraidh Windfarm:  No update.
Millennium Windfarm:  The extension to the site has been granted.
Auchterawe Substation:   The next liaison meeting will take place on Wednesday 12th April at The Lovat Hotel at 7.00 p.m.  Demolition started on Whitebridge cottage.  Residents unhappy with bund construction and quality.  MD to raise road improvements at Jenkins Park/Auchterawe Road junction with Council.
7. Planning & Licensing
Applications:
a. Erection of house - Land to South of Cnoc Fearna Dalchreichart - 17/00993/PIP
b. Proposed detached annexe - But N Ben Glenmoriston - 17/00972/PIP.  Neighbours have objected, issues surrounding surface water disposal, septic tank issues, adequate drainage for café and house, parking for vehicles, opposition registered online.
c. Extension of fishing bothy to provide occasional overnight accommodation for estate staff - 17/00792/FUL.   Application states there will be no change to access rights following the application.
d. Fort Augustus Car Park - feasibility study ongoing for extension to car park.
e. 4G Mast - No objections as long as it won’t interfere with any other development in the car park.
The CC had no comment to these applications.
8. Correspondence
Letter from the Forestry Commission regarding amendments to the Rural Development Contracts (Rural Priorities) Scotland Regulations 2008.  Unable to comment as due to late receipt deadline passed.
Discussion surrounding theft of pearl mussels which has been raised by the estate.  Not mentioned in the Police Report.  The estate has asked MD to discuss with BEAR  the possibility of closing the lay by, agreed major issue there with fly tipping but closure would merely move the issue to another site.
9. AOCB
The Doctors are still working towards the use of the Scot's Kitchen as a more permanent site until the new surgery is built.  MD to pursue free parking arrangements for residents parking if attending the surgery once in situ.
Request received for portable goal posts from the ETAPE and fishing club funds.  JM to obtain prices for mobile goal posts.  DM to compile suggestions of group representatives who together with CC representative to visit Headmaster and discuss options.
MD to investigate whether the waste ground beside the Police House can be used for parking for residents in Abertarff - no update.
DM to arrange letter to residents about parking issues and emergency vehicle access at the Riggs.
Survey by market researcher about recent SHE transmission works - no update.
Following the resignation of Peter Yair discussions had regarding Council constituents.  Currently consists of five elected members and three co-opted members.  On that basis, Associate Member Jeff Dymond was voted onto the Council and will provide expertise in Forestry and Environmental Issues.
The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 26th April at the Memorial Hall, Fort Augustus at 7.30 p.m.

