
Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council

Draft Minutes of the Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council Meeting
held on Wednesday 29th July 2020
Members Present:
Deirdre MacKinnon - Chair (DM)
Stuart Findlay - Treasurer (SF)
Iain MacKnocher - Vice Chair (IM)
Helen Clay - Secretary (HC)

Mike Anderson (MA)

Apologies:

Robert MacDonald (RM)

Rachel Hayes (RH)

Jeff Dymond (JD)

Margaret Davidson - Councillor (MD)

Note Taker:  Samantha Cornelius (SC)

1.    Previous Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting on Wednesday 27th June 2020 were agreed to be an accurate and true reflection.  Proposed by SF and seconded by HC.
2.    Matters Arising
Toilets:  The expression of interest has been accepted so the CC now applying for funding from the Rural Tourist Infrastructure Fund.  The deadline with THC by 25th September and must be submitted by 14th October completed.  It is a very big application and it’s going take some time to put together as requires photographic evidence, video evidence, CC minutes, newsletters, emails, endorsements, support, public consultations, trip advisors and social media outlets etc.  CC won’t be able to complete it without significant assistance.  There is so much that MD needs to be involved in, CC also needs to know if the GMHC are in agreement.   New quotes are required for a completely new tank much bigger the old tank removed and this one being installed.  We need to know the specific costs for renovating toilets, we need to know the materials that are going to be used.  The first thing we need to know is that the GMHC are on board as there also has to be an application to Beinneun windfarm for the shortfall which needs to be in place by October.  We also need a public consultation to show we have the backing from the community in Glenmoriston for the upgrade.  The amount of work that needs to be done before the final application is huge. Options are to pass to the GMHC to complete or get a team on-board to assist the CC.  DM to contact MD to arrange a meeting asap.
Fort Augustus Toilets:  The card machine has never worked since the barrier was put in place.  DM has spoken to Debbie Sutton on numerous occasions.  Businesses are not in a position to hand out 50p pieces and we are supposed to be as cashless as possible.  DM to pursue with Debbie again.

Scottish Canals:   Re-opened on the 22nd July and have taken down the Heras fencing.  DM has emailed Ailsa Andrews, Helena Huws and George McBurnie because they have done fencing and done re-planting and some grass was cut and some wasn’t.  George McBurnie said it wasn’t up to his contractors that’s the local team so he included Dougie Gordon and Jim Braithwaite but the side of The Bothy is really messy and tables couldn’t be put out.  No response from anyone yet.

The Heras fencing that was going to be left in place for social distancing has been taken down making it hard for staff to get boats through due to the amount of people on the canalside.
Problems swinging the bridge as it ceases every now and again.
Car Park/Parking:  No update.  DM has spoken to Shane Manning and they are still going ahead with the car park.
Glen Moriston Estate:  No update from the Access Officer.
Scottish Water:  Update received from Gavin Steel, the car park at Bunoich Brae is nearly finished.  SF seeking a business Skype to discuss why they can’t use directional drilling under the A82 in the village.

Information Pod:  At the last Community Company meeting on the 30th June (via Zoom), JD provided the relevant information about the POD and it was agreed that Angela Williams (Community Company) would liaise with Lisa Marchi of SSE for more details.  At the meeting of the Auchterawe Community Liaison Group of the 8th July (via internet), Lisa Marchi said that she had been in touch with Angela.  There is no further information on how this has progressed.
3.    Police Report
Incidents between 24 June and 24 July:

There has been a report of an attempted house breaking at the Glenmoriston Estate to their wine cellar at Manor House. This is reported to have between the 22nd of June and the 30th of June 2020. Enquiries are ongoing into this incident. 

On the 26th of June 2020 there was a report of a dog worrying sheep at Glendoe Farm having killed 2. This was a greyhound type dog. The dog was shot and killed by the farm hands after its capture was unsuccessful. The owner has yet to come forward.   If anyone has information to this incident, please contact police quoting reference NN/3744/20. 

4.    Treasurer’s Report
The balance is £9,250.96.  The Highland Council CC Grant had been received.  £10,000 has been paid out to the 3 Glens Resilience Group leaving their remaining balance at £3,100.  The actual figure of the CC balance is £6,150.96.
5.    Community Amenity Issues
6.    Renewable Energy Projects
Fasnakyle:  No update.
Cloiche Windfarm:  SF confirmed that an understanding had been reached with SSE which has received the backing of the Police, Transport Scotland and THC regarding the proper reinstatement of the Village Green and transportation of the turbines should be in the evening.  SSE have promised to include the CC in any discussions when it comes to the Village Green and transportation.  SF has written to Scottish Government that the CC will not now be submitting an objection.
Glenshero:  SF has now submitted the additional information regarding the objection which included photos of the blades navigating the Village Green.  DM expressed thanks to SF for work on this matter.

Dell Windfarm:  No update till August.
Bhlaraidh Extension:  Conducting further consultation.

Fort Augustus Substation:  No update.

7.    Planning & Licensing
20/02548/FUL - Erection of a house.  Land 80M SE of 8 Auchterawe, Fort Augustus, PH32 4BT.
No comment by CC.
20/02312/FUL - Construction of footpath.  Land 790M SW Of Netherby, Auchterawe, Fort Augustus.  No comment by CC.

20/02249/FUL - Erection of house.  Land West of Former Dalchreichart Primary School Dalchreichart, Glenmoriston.  No comment by CC.
20/02569/FUL - Alterations and extension.  Bon Accord Canalside North Fort Augustus PH32 4BA.  No comment by CC.
20/02379/FUL - Formation of temporary take pit serving 19/04039/FUL - Land 160M NE of The Old Convent, Fort Augustus.  No comment by CC
19/05385/FUL - Land 325M SW of Torr Dhuin, Auchterawe, Fort Augustus.  Battery energy storage system - WITHDRAWN.

20/02740/PAN - Battery energy storage system of up to 30MW comprising steel containers, GRP substation, fencing, new tree planting and associated works.  Land 325M SW of Torr Dhuin, Auchterawe, Fort Augustus.  There will be an online presentation and Q&A session on 25th August 2020 between 3.00 and 7.00 p.m. at meetings.ili-energy.com
8.    Correspondence
Communal facilities at the Highland Club are sanitised three times a day as a matter of course in the common areas and they also have the use of fogging machines.  All facilities are closed, and masks must be worn inside the building.
9.    AOB
Station Road has a lot of pot holes with a big one by the drain by the Lovat gate and there is also an issue with the kerb when coming around the corner towards the Bank.  HC to notify THC about the kerb and pot holes.
CC were asked if they are in agreement with the Loch Ness and Great Glen Recreation Group regarding a feasibility study which is being updated for them following an initial report conducted in 2009.  Two sites are being considered; Convent Wood and the ground next to the School.  DM confirmed that the CC were fully behind the group.

There is a £25,000 donation from SSE which is purely for the update of the play park.

HC to contact BEAR regarding the street lights near to the Heras fencing at Old Convent.

No update on cemetery road.

The tenant has erected fencing between 42 & 43 Abertarff Place.
Ardachy Road - no update.  IM to follow up.
Campsite at Fort Augustus and Invermoriston.  DM to contact A Bryce and D Mudie at THC about the frequency of backdated applications and lack of any repercussions for not applying prior to commencing works at three separate sites?

HC to e-mail Helen Huws at Scottish Canals about the canal towpath to Kytra Lock.

Pathway between 12 & 14 Abertarff Place, DM asked who is responsible for the hedges that overgrow and encroach onto the path.  A fence has been erected outside the hedge which makes access difficult.  The householder is responsible for the hedge.  DM to advise the Housing Officer to take further action as it amounts to an obstruction.
Rubbish on road for Jenkins Park through to the sub-station has been reported to the contractors at the sub-station.
AMEY advised that the sandbags and HIS Bulk aggregate bags in Auchterawe Burn by the borrow pit are being used for monitoring purposes.
3 Glens Resilience Group - 1500 meals have been prepared and 200 larder boxes have been delivered.  The butcher is doing a lot of the meat packs at the reduced cost of £20 instead of £30.  The £10 difference being met by the Community Company.  Many of the volunteers are now returning to work.  When the school in Fort Augustus opens the use of the oven on a Thursday will no longer be available to provide meals for the vulnerable in the community therefore fish and chips will be delivered from 11th August.  Sunday meals will remain.  Glenmoriston and Glengarry will not be affected.

Banners have been purchased for the three villages:
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Date of next meeting set for Wednesday 26th August at 7.30pm via Zoom.

