Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council

Draft Minutes of the Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council Meeting held at the Memorial Hall, Fort Augustus at 7.30p.m. on Wednesday 29th January 2020.

Members Present:
Deirdre MacKinnon - Chair (DM)
Stuart Findlay - Treasurer (SF)
Jeff Dymond (JD)

Mike Anderson (MA)

Apologies:

Iain MacKnocher - Vice Chair (IM)
Helen Clay - Secretary (HC)

Robert MacDonald (RM)

Rachel Hayes (RH)

Margaret Davidson - Councillor (MD)

Note taker: Samantha Cornelius

1.    Previous Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting on Wednesday 27th November 2019 were agreed to be an accurate and true reflection.  Proposed by JD and seconded by MA.
Presentations:

SSE Renewables:  A presentation was given by Craig Cunningham and Eilidh Todd about the Cloiche Windfarm project ahead of the Public Engagement being held on 30th January from 3 - 7 p.m. in the Village Hall, Fort Augustus.  A total of 36 turbines is being proposed near to the Stronelairg wind farm in the Monadhliath mountains.  The preferred transport route being:  blades from Kyle of Lochalsh and Corpach for the towers.  Notice of all deliveries will be publicised in advance.  The application will be submitted in April 2020 with construction expected to run from Autumn 2022 to Spring 2025.
SF advised that the CC would want transport routes and times arranged prior to planning together with discussion about the Village Green.
Scottish Canals:  George McBurnie (GM) attended with James Black (JB) a representative from their contractor (Mackenzies) to update the CC on the progress of upgrade to the lock flight.  Work commenced on 28 Oct 19 and is due to finish on 31 Mar 20.  All 10 lock gates have been delivered so there will be no more abnormal loads.  There have been issues with high winds affecting the ability to use the crane and also problems with flooding however the finish date is still viable.  There have been issues with people parking cars along the south side of the chambers despite no access signage which delays crane movements.  The footpath will be open this week but then closed for 3 weeks.  New notices will be given to businesses by James Montgomery.  Gate 1 will be put in place in the wet i.e. by using divers as it is cost effective but brings greater risks.  Phase 3 will begin in 2021 when electrical actuators will be installed and the current hydraulic system removed.  The move to electricity is both cleaner and greener by way of environmental impact.  There will be no need to drain the lock flight for the project.  Refreshing of the landscape will also be done in 2021.
SF raised the issue of congestion and parking difficulties on Station Road causing issue for school and bank access.  JB will endeavour to keep the vehicles to a minimum.  Query raised about whether the road would need to be closed for Phase 3?  GM stated it might but that they were looking at siting a crane on a barge in the chambers which would be easier all road.  It is likely to take three months to complete.
2.    Matters Arising
Scottish Canals:  Catherine Topley the CEO of Scottish Canals was unable to attend this meeting so a future date is being arranged by MD.

Car Park/Parking:  Shane Manning (SM) visited Fort Augustus to discuss all aspects of parking and vehicle management.  MD is waiting for sight of the final plan and proposals.

Information Pod:   No update.
3.    Police Report
No Police Report was available for the meeting despite repeated attempts by DM but has been received for the Minutes.
The following incidents have been reported to Police between 1st December 2019 and 29th January 2020:

Two people have been given a fixed penalty notice for speeding in the 30mph zone in Fort Augustus, they were travelling 47 mph and 41 mph. 

One person was charged and has been reported for driving at 53mph in a 30mph limit in Fort Augustus. 

There have been several minor road traffic collisions resulting in two people being charged with careless driving and being reported to the Procurator Fiscal.  These offences were committed on the A87 near Invermoriston.
Three people have received fixed penalty notices in Fort Augustus for not having an MOT on their vehicle.

One person has been reported to the Procurator Fiscal in Fort Augustus for driving without a licence and no insurance.  The car was seized by police. 

One person has been given a fixed penalty notice for failing to register their vehicle in Fort Augustus. 

A man is currently under investigation for a drink driving allegation in Fort Augustus on 12 Jan 20. Numerous other offences are being considered against him and enquiries will soon conclude.
There is an ongoing fraud enquiry recently reported in Fort Augustus whereby an unknown man has presented old Polish money and received far more than their value in return.  Enquiries are ongoing.

Crime of note:  Another incident of note was a report of threatening behaviour at a B&B in Fort Augustus in the early hours of 18 Jan 20 closely followed by a incident of vandalism at the Lovat Hotel. A positive line of enquiry is being pursued, there is no risk to the wider community as this was an isolated incident.

4.    Treasurer’s Report
Three cheques have been issued and cashed since the last report giving a current balance as at 28th January 2020 of £5,244.13. 
5.    Community Amenity Issues
Toilets:  The feasibility report has been produced and a meeting is taking place at the HQ offices on Monday 3rd Feb to discuss.  Representatives from the GMHC attending the meeting lodged their surprise and displeasure at not having sight of the report and not being invited to attend the meeting.  Pat Ungless stated that looking at the timescale it did not look like the toilets would be open this year.  JD agreed to lodge their comments at the meeting where a temporary solution i.e. port-a-loos would be considered for the summer season at least.
Buses:  DM to organise a meeting with the school to discuss further with the Head of Kilchuimen Academy.
Road Issues:
· Fort William Road:  No update.
· Speed Limit Signage: has been removed from the road to Stronelairg.  Ardachy road is a 60 mph limit but it is a 30 mph limit up to Glendoe - DM to contact John Taylor.
· Pot Holes:  There are two vary large pot holes on the Ardachy Road.
· A82:  David Devine is undertaking a survey of the whole of the A82 in the area.
· Torgoyle Bridge:  David Devine is going to undertake a review and report back to MD.  Although comment made that there appears to be much more signage there now. 
· Box Junction:  CC to submit a request regarding the provision of a box junction at the entrance to the medical centre.
· Invermoriston:  Achnaconeran road.  Works due to be completed by 31st January.  John Taylor and Alan Johnston to be invited to the next CC meeting.
6.    Renewable Energy Projects
Cloiche Windfarm:  Planning application due in April.
Dell Windfarm:  Stuart Forsyth is in the process of completing the planning conditions, once done he will contact the CC.
Fort Augustus Substation:  The next meeting will take place on 12th February 2020 at the Lovat Hotel at 7.00 p.m.

7.    Planning & Licensing
19/05385/FUL - Land 325M SW of Torr Dhuin, Auchterawe, Fort Augustus.  Battery energy storage system comprising steel containers, GRP substation, fencing, new trees.
CC to comment.
19/05559/PNO - Land 235M SE of Braeburn, Auchterawe, Fort Augustus.   Create a turning point for timber lorries.
The CC had no comment
19/05554/PNO - Land 680M SW of Netherby, Auchterawe, Fort Augustus. Formation of turning point.
The CC had no comment
20/00017/FUL - Land 60M NW of Bramble Lodge, Millfield, Fort Augustus.  Erection of house.
The CC had no comment
20/00118/DEM - Land 95M NE of Old Farmhouse, Auchterawe, Fort Augustus.  Demolition of dwelling.
The CC had no comment
20/00442/PAN - Land 9400M SE of Glendoebeg, Upper Glendoe, Fort Augustus.  Proposed development of Cloiche Wind Farm, including up to 36 turbines, on site substation and ancillary infrastructure.
The CC had no comment
19/05565/PNO - Land 920M SE of Achlain Farmhouse, Glenmoriston.  Prior Notification for Forestry Road works.
The CC had no comment
8.    Correspondence
Letter received from MOWI regarding ASC certification for farms and sea lice treatments.  To be invited to attend future CC meeting.
E-mail received regarding the public being challenged on the Glenmoriston Estate both walkers and a canoeist.  Access Officer to be asked to attend and ensure the Estates Manager is aware of the public access routes.
On 22nd February at 3.00 p.m. at the Glenmoriston Millennium Hall there will be an inaugural meeting for a new community group solely concentrating on Invermoriston and Glenmoriston (GIG).  The idea being to plug gaps not duplicate any efforts of the CC and with the aim to get funding for small things like seating or the Gaelic Community Group.
Beinneun Windfarm Community Funding applications are now open for the 3rd round of community benefit until the 31st March.  One member of the panel has stood down and one more is unable to participate in this round so new members are invited.
9.    AOB
The Local Housing Surgery held on the 7th December was fairly well attended.
MD asked that Forestry Land Scotland proceed with the upgrade of the Auchterawe Forest Trails now.
3 Glens Community Care met and formed a Board of Trustees as well as applying for Charitable Status, the sponsor being the Highland Hospice.  Once charitable status is received in approximately three months, then employment of carers and training can begin.  Another trustee would be welcomed from the Glenmoriston area as unfortunately one has withdrawn. 
The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 
26th February in the Millennium Hall, Invermoriston at 7.30 p.m.
