
Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council

Minutes of the Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council Meeting
held on Wednesday 27th January 2021
Members Present:
Deirdre MacKinnon - Chair (DM)
Helen Clay - Secretary (HC)

Stuart Findlay - Treasurer (SF)
Jeff Dymond (JD)

Mike Anderson (MA)

Margaret Davidson - Councillor (MD)

Iain MacKnocher - Vice Chair (IM)
Apologies:

Robert MacDonald (RM)

Rachel Hayes (RH)

Note Taker:  Samantha Cornelius (SC)

1.    Previous Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting on Wednesday 25th November 2020 were agreed to be an accurate and true reflection.  Proposed by SF and seconded by JD.
Update on ETAPE:  Malcolm Sutherland (MS) advised that ETAPE Loch Ness that was planned for the end of April has today been postponed.  It was now quite clear that there was absolutely no chance that an event of this kind could take place.  A contingency date of Sunday 22nd August has been agreed with the relevant parties.  All participants will be automatically rolled over to that date although they will have the option to either get a refund, donate their entry fee to MacMillan Cancer Support or defer to April 2022.  SF raised concerns about the date in August.  MS stated that he has been speaking to other Community Councils both before and since Christmas, as well as business people and he thinks people are desperate just to get back to a level of normal.  The event will follow all British and Scottish Government advice and there is no way that the event would take place if there is any fear for the community or participants.  Other planning for the event includes: a degree of social distancing, starting the event 15 minutes earlier which allows for a greater spread of people from the start which assists on progress during the course and also a reduced number of participants.  The exact numbers would be dependent on what participants choose following today's announcement.  There would be an increase in the number of aid stations, on previous events there were three stations.  They would no longer be feed stations as the participants would receive their food and sustenance the day before the event and be self-sufficient on the day.  There would be medical support, portaloos and mechanical support and there would be a contingency of water for those who couldn’t carry enough.  The event would relocate to Bught Park where greater spacing is available.  SF was concerned by the August date due to the possible increase of tourist numbers (domestic) if foreign holidays are not allowed and English schools are still on holiday.  MS had spoken to other communities who recognise that it is an extraordinary time and an extraordinary year and he thinks people are simply desperate and if everything is sitting correctly for an event like this to take place it would be a reason for celebration but he appreciates that the area hopefully will be busier and will be operating as normal, well as near normal as possible.  There may also be reduced foreign tourism levels.  SF asked if they had considered moving the event to September.  MS stated that the Loch Ness Marathon is on the 3rd September which would close the roads on the south side twice in a month, massive number of marshals and volunteers needed around the loch; at the moment there is six-week separation and that is considered tight for volunteer fatigue and also daylight is an issue.
Presentation by Scottish Water:  Kelton Bennett (KB) gave a quick update on the project.
· At the raw water intake there are still some civil works to be undertaken which should be completed within the next few weeks.  There remains a temporary generator that is being used for operating the pumps as the permanent power supplies are not yet finished.
· At the water treatment work site itself, the commissioning work is going pretty well, the first part of the chemical dosing is mostly completed.  There are still some civil works to finish including a couple of chambers on the Great Glen Way.  The works to repair the landslip is pretty much completed which just leaves the final tie.  The pipes have already been tested so the reinstatement in its entirety will then be checked before the Great Glen Way is re-opened.
· The civil works at the service reservoir are mostly complete and the power supply cabling is due to start from the 8th February, there are about four weeks of ducting work to do from the burn crossing down towards Fort Augustus and up the hill into the service reservoir site.
· The pipeline works in the village is virtually complete and the work at Lovat Terrace is ongoing.  There is a final connection date with the Networks team on the 10th Feb.
· The booster pumping station work should be starting about the 8th Feb, initially with the clearing of sight lines along the road, then construction of the new access junction into the site before any of the actual development can take place.  Booster Pumping Station 2 commences on 8th Feb and then three to four weeks after that work, commences on Booster Pumping Station 1.  There may be some overlap for tree felling for sight line clearance.  DM said that the no one had approached Girvans Hardware Store to advise that the traffic lights were on the road longer than they were initially told.  KB stated that there had been an issue with the power plant and apologised that no one had notified them.
2.    Matters Arising
Invermoriston Toilets:  MD stated that the Hall didn’t get an award even though they met all the necessary criteria; unfortunately, the fund ran out of money.  They are now on a reserve list and there will be a Scottish Government Financial Statement tomorrow and they may make an announcement of putting more money into it. Fergus Ewing was bidding to get £10M but they only got £3M.  Both Invermoriston and Foyers bids were successful.  There have been efforts to find a fallback position in case we don’t get the go ahead by the end of February.  Beinneun have confirmed that the outside septic tank can be installed with the £100,000 that they donated which should also cover a tidy up of the toilets but not the fundamental refit of the toilets that were planned.  The Community Company also had £20,000 contingency for the Hall.  MD is hopeful that something will be in place by July.
Scottish Water:  Monthly report provided.
3.    Police Report
Incidents between 25 Nov 20 and 24 Jan 21:
There have been 8 fixed penalty notices issued to drivers travelling in excess of the speed limit within Fort Augustus over this period.  A prohibition notice was provided to one driver due to a dangerous trailer which was being towed through Fort Augustus.  A 30-year-old woman was arrested on the 28th of November on the A82 near to Invermoriston for driving whilst controlled drugs were in her system. She was released later on with instruction to appear at court at a later date for the offence. 
On the 31st of December 2020, a 31-year-old man was found in possession of a small amount of cannabis within a vehicle on the A82 south of Fort Augustus.  He was issued with a recorded police warning and also instructed to return home as he was in breach of COVID regulations.
On the 20th of January 2021 there was a report of a theft of sporting equipment from outside a flat in the Abbey, Fort Augustus.  Police are following a positive line of enquiry and appears to be an opportunistic crime with no wider concerns. 

4.    Treasurer’s Report
The balance as of today is £5,775.96.
5.    Community Amenity Issues
Ward Boundaries:  The CC submitted a letter and received a copy letter from Rev. Dr. Adrian Varwell which has been acknowledged.
Car Park:  An agreement has been reached with both parties and is now sitting with the solicitors. 
Roads:  Patch work has been undertaken at the canal bridge, Richmond House and throughout the village.  One of the culverts at Aberchalder has also been done and will return to finish the other one.  No update on the section at Inchmore where RH thinks there isn’t enough signage.  SF has travelled the road and thinks there is sufficient signage.
DM stated that there is a really deep pot hole on the road up Glendoe between the Keepers Cottage and the cattle grid.  IM commented that the state of the road below the Keepers Cottage is also in a terrible state and has been for a long time, minor repairs have been done previously but they don’t last.  The Ardachy road from Glendoe side is falling away and also have deep rutted verges but is not so bad after the Ardachy bridge heading towards the A82.  Both sides of the canal are terrible and also there’s pothole outside 4 and 10 The Riggs.  MD asked DM to send an email to John Taylor and cc herself and Alan Johnstone. There is water going over the road before Inchewan and a really rough patch at the corner after, going northbound into Invermoriston.
Sheltered Housing:  They have started the groundworks at the Telford Centre, MD to get the plans of the Telford footprint to understand what is going on in there to see what we can do to speed things up and also to have a discussion with the NHS just to move it on a bit.  The other houses came up at the Community Company AGM; they won’t now be ready until July.  Question as to whether there were many on the Council housing waiting list, MD said some but not many.  Some people on the list with the Community Company are not on the Council list.  MD has spoken with John McCarthy about another batch of housing in the village and he is looking at some land.  DM states that some people are having difficulty using the Council’s online housing application form, the paper form seems much easier, and the online application may put some people off.  There are a lot of young people who are on the list with the Community Company but not on the Council list so the applicants will be asked to go on the Council list too.  Allocation policy is yet to be decided by the Community Company; it won’t be on points but more local focused.  Julie Vivers (Head of Housing) is keen to see if we can get more than one move and more than one house for people coming out of bigger Council houses and she will discuss that with the Community Company.
Kilchuimen Cemetery:  The cemetery road has been inspected and flood engineer Kenny Carmichael believes it will need gabion baskets and concrete slabbing to hold it into the road which is very expensive.  MD is drafting a letter to Rob MacDonald and also to John MacLean who runs the cemeteries who is going to talk to Jim Sandeman.  The project is being taken seriously due to the state of deterioration.
Invermoriston Cemetery:  MD confirmed that the gate had been re-hung so believe that the issues are all resolved.

6.    Renewable Energy Projects
Fiodhag Windfarm:  Previously known as Fasnakyle, the environmental impact studies are ongoing but there is no update. 
Cloiche Windfarm:  No update.
Glenshero:  Waiting on the outcome of the appeal.

Corrie Glas:  No update.
Dell Windfarm:  The representative from Dell was supposed to speak to the CC but there have been no approaches.

Tomchrasky Windfarm:  CC submitted comments
Loch Liath Windfarm: Near Bhlaraidh windfarm there is a scoping application for 26 turbines by Statkraft UK Ltd (German developer) the scoping has to be in by 2nd February.  The CC needs to look at the cumulative impact if they all go ahead as right in Balmacaan Forest, next to Bhlaraidh windfarm.  Bhlaraidh currently has 32 turbines with a possible 20 if the extension is approved making a total of 78 turbines.  There are four possible access routes to get the turbines to the site; SF to enter a scoping comment about routing through the village and the cumulative impact.
Bhlaraidh Extension:  No update.
Fort Augustus Substation:  The last meeting was on the 13th January which HC and JD attended.  Andy Henderson is leaving the project with Laurie Kibblewhite taking over.  They raised the seven-day working application which was turned down after Christmas for AMEY, from the 23rd January to a date in August. They are going to reapply with a more targeted application.  Notification received of an outbreak of Covid in the workforce.
7.    Planning & Licensing
20/04565/FUL - Land 325M SW of Torr Dhuin, Auchterawe, Fort Augustus.  Erection of battery energy storage system, steel containers, GRP meter building, access track, fencing, new trees.

Comment submitted by the CC.
20/04841/FUL - Development Site at Old Military Road, Auchterawe, Fort Augustus.  Erection of a house.
No comment by CC.

21/00250/FUL - Plot 15 Glendale Park, Invermoriston, Inverness, IV63 7AB.  Erection of house.

No comment by CC.

20/05081/FUL - Dunard, Fort Augustus, PH32 4DT.  Erection of extension to house.

No comment by CC.

20/05111/FUL - Land 170M East of Dundreggan Farmhouse, Glenmoriston.  Installation of drainage system (amendment to planning permission 20/02270/FUL).
No comment by CC
20/05117/FUL - Land 25M West of Dunard, Fort Augustus.  Erection of house.

No comment by CC.

21/00101/s36 - Land at Carn Na Saobhaidhe, Gorthleck, Inverness.  Corriegarth 2 Wind Farm - Erection and Operation of a Wind Farm for a period of 30 years, comprising of 16 Wind Turbines with a maximum blade tip height of 149.9m, access tracks, borrow pits, substation, control building, and ancillary infrastructure.  
21/0116/FUL - Land to South of Cnoc Fearna, Dalchreichart, Glenmoriston.  Erection of house.
No comment by CC.

8.    Correspondence
Email from Charles Stephen about winter resilience.
Received a letter of complaint from Mr C Ellice of Aberchalder complaining about the lack of Christmas lights in the village.  DM replied direct that there were lights in the village but not on the A82 due to the costs involved as BEAR were charging £800.  Everything else was in place on the 2nd December.
9.    AOB
3 Glens Community Care:  More interviews will take place on Friday.  There are only three working that have cars, the other two are doing Fort Augustus because they don’t drive.  Have to speak to the Highland Hospice to get more befrienders.  We’ve also had to use the Community Company village officers to grit roads as some of them are difficult to get to.   Trying to get grit boxes in Mandally which is not our area as it is under Lochaber but MD advised to contact Alan Johnstone, the foreman who will drop some off.  
3 Glens Resilience:  A further £10,000 has come from Beinneun Community Fund for this community council area.  The Community Company and the Glengarry Trust will work together to facilitate it for the 3 Glens Resilience Group.
Leisure Centre:  DM asked for an update to be provided to the CC so that it can be minuted for the community.  The report has now been completed and is quite encouraging.
MA investigated ways to improve broadband delivery which is not good within the village.  There is a scheme run by the Community Fibre Partnership which allows you to engage with Openreach to enable you to upgrade the capabilities of the local exchange and there is something called the Gigabit Broadband Voucher Scheme which then enables you to get from the exchange to businesses or homes.  This was sent to the Community Company who will look at it in February.
A couple of people have raised the issue of parking in The Riggs as works vans and school buses are parking there.  MD stated that unless they get residents parking which will incur an annual charge, no one will enforce.  There is a large car park opposite which is free for overnight use.
DM is to approach the dog warden after many complaints about dog fouling, which must be being perpetrated by locals as there is no tourism at present.
There will be a by-election in the Ward on the 11th March.
Date of next meeting Wednesday 24th February at 7.30pm via Teams.

