Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council
Draft Minutes of the Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council Meeting held at the Millennium Hall, Invermoriston at 7.30 p.m. on Wednesday 27th February 2019.
Members Present:
Deirdre MacKinnon - Chair (DM)
Iain MacKnocher - Vice-Chair (IM)
Helen Clay - Secretary & Treasurer (HC)

Stuart Findlay (SF)
Carol Pritchard (CP)

Margaret Davidson - Councillor (MD)

Apologies:

Rachel Hayes (RH)

Jeff Dymond (JD)

Mike Anderson (MA)

Note taker: Samantha Cornelius

Presentations:
George McBurnie from Scottish Canals attended to discuss the works currently being undertaken at the lock flight and stated that the canal would be open again on the 4th April.  He also advised that Phase 2, due to commence next year will involve the refurbishment of four locks.  After Phase 2 there would be a refreshing of the landscape.  A landscaping specialist has been instructed (Harrison Stevens Ltd) and they would be in attendance at the Open Day on 8th March.  There will be stands in the Memorial Hall from Heritage, Environment and Engineering and a possibility (dependent on numbers) for people to enter and view the empty chamber in the lock flight.  A public consultation would take place next year for the community to make any comments/suggestions in regard to the landscaping.  SF commented on the lack of information provided for the current phase and stated that better consultation was needed before the next phase.  Accordingly SF asked Scottish Canals to attend a CC meeting well before the start of Phase 2 to provide a more detailed overview of the plans and how the works will affect the general community as well as local businesses.  MD commented that their communication was poor.  Mr McBurnie agreed to attend a future meeting to do so.  MD then enquired about the closure of the Great Glen Way at Kytra Lock and advised that Scottish Canals were not at liberty to do so without a diversion being in place.  Mr McBurnie stated that it was done for safety reasons.  MD advised that Scottish Canals could not close the path without an alternative route being put in place, the safety issue was caused some months ago and yet the tow path remains closed.  Contact details of that Project Manager, Peter Robinson, was provided in order that THC Access Officer could discuss the matter further.
1.    Previous Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting on Wednesday 30th January 2019 were agreed to be an accurate and true reflection.  Proposed by HC and seconded by IM.
2.    Matters Arising
Car Park:  Discussions ongoing between the relevant parties.

Information Pod:  The CC believe that the information pod offered by SSE would be beneficial, however suggest that a better site would be in the vicinity of Nessie as opposed to by the toilets which can be congested at the best of times.

Pot Holes: DM to advise BEAR about the hole in the road around a drain by Girvans Hardware Store
3.    Police Report
There have been 29 incidents reported to Police since 28 Jan 19.
Four non-injury road traffic collisions; four reports of disorder offences, five reports of vandalism and one public protection matter.

Police provided advice/assistance to members of the public for all other incidents.
4.    Treasurer’s Report
The balance this month is £2,611.79.
5.    Community Amenity Issues
Dalchreichart Cemetery:  MD to follow up.
A82:  Dropped kerb by the Doctors’ surgery (BEAR) and white lining throughout the village remains outstanding.  Pot holes at the Fire Station entrance still outstanding, also pot holes on the A82 outside the current Surgery to the car park.
Invermoriston Cemetery:  Works now ongoing.
Christmas Lights:  All lights have now been taken down save for the ones on the monster which will remain in situ all year.

Village Re-instatement:  DM to contact George Baxter at SSE and enclose photos of the outstanding issues (MD to be cc’d).  Installation of the new pavement is to commence on 1st March. 

6.    Renewable Energy Projects
Stronelairg Windfarm:  No update.
Glenshero:  A further invitation is to be given to Graham Kerr for the next meeting (DM to provide MD with his e-mail address).
Beinneun Windfarm:  A panel in now place consisting of one councillor and three members of the community from each area. 
Millennium Windfarm:  No update.
Dell Windfarm:  The Scottish Office Reporter stated that following further information she is now going to hold a meeting but only to discuss the items she has selected.  SF has advised that the CC won’t be in attendance as she is not going to discuss the issues the CC has raised.

Auchterawe Substation:  The extra meeting called on the 6th February to discuss the Road Improvements was well attended.  It was agreed subject to the views of the wider community at drop-in meeting on the 20th February that works would be carried out from Three Bridges to Jenkins Park only and that the rest of the Auchterawe Road improvements would take place at the end of the year.  SSE stated that they were happy to do so as long as THC agreed, as it was a requirement under the planning consent.  MD stated that it would probably be agreeable by THC subject to a clear undertaking be made that it would still be completed.  The next scheduled CLG meeting will take place at The Lovat Hotel on 13th March 2019 at 7.00p.m.

7.    Planning & Licensing
a.
19/00126/FUL - Installation of electric vehicle charging points.  The Lovat Hotel, Fort Augustus, PH32 4DU.
b.
19/00337/PIP - Development of residential accommodation, educational facilities, cafe, gateway signage and biomass heating centre at Dundreggan Forest Reserve.  Dundreggan Lodge, Glenmoriston, Inverness, IV63 7YJ.

A representative from Trees for Life advised that there was going to be a drop in at Dalchreichart and wants to also run one in Invermoriston and Fort Augustus.  The CC are happy to advertise in Ness News and also on Social Media pages.  MD asked CC to issue a letter of support from the CC to the estate as objectives key into Community Action Plan.
c.
19/00302/FUL - Formation of access.  Floreat, Market Hill, Fort Augustus, PH32 4DS.

The CC had no comment on the applications.

8.    Correspondence
Scottish Water provided an update on the progress of the Loch Ness Water Project.

A Community Council Forum will be held in Inverness on 6th March.

A further drop in event about Community Care for Fort Augustus, Glenmoriston and Glengarry at the Telford Centre about the sheltered housing build, together with the future of social care services and Highland Hospice work in partnership with the community.  Representatives will attend from THC, Highland Hospice, Boleskine Community Care, NHS Highland and CC.
Suidhe Viewpoint.  MD advised that the planning officer was reviewing his initial draft.  DM to ask that the CC be invited to the Stratherrick & Foyers meeting that the planning officer will be attending with his revised draft.

9.    AOB
Scottish Water have apologised about the disruption to the water supply for properties at The Riggs due to a burst pipe.

Helena Huws will be visiting Kiltane next week and will ensure that the advertising banners outside are removed.
Complaints have been received about anti-social behaviour in Abertarff Place namely dogs being permitted to bark continuously for long periods.
The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 27th March 2019 at the Memorial Hall, Fort Augustus at 7.30 p.m.
