Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council
Minutes of the Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council Meeting held at The Memorial Hall, Fort Augustus on Wednesday 26th September 2018.

Members Present:
Iain MacKnocher - Vice-Chair (IM)
Helen Clay - Secretary & Treasurer (HC)

Stuart Findlay (SF)
Jeff Dymond (JD)

Margaret Davidson - Councillor (MD)

Apologies:

Deirdre MacKinnon - Chair (DM)

Carol Pritchard (CP)

Rachel Hayes (RH)

Steven Smith (SS)
Note taker: Samantha Cornelius
1.    Previous Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting on Wednesday 29th August 2018 were agreed to be an accurate and true reflection.  Proposed by SF and seconded by JD.
2.    Matters Arising
Inchnacardoch Bay:  The signage has been cleaned but ideally a new sign is needed nearer the slipway about no overnight parking together with one stating ‘No Fires’.  A broken Powerlines Overhead sign was removed.


Boats:  One of the sunken boats has been brought to the shore and will be removed.  Quotes 
are being sought to remove the other sunken boat and the bigger old boat which is getting 
worse.  

Footpath:  The wooden path has been repaired.

Thanks to George Findlay, his son and Hugh Fraser for all their hard work with all of this.
Car Park:  No update.

3.    Police Report
There have been 17 incidents reported to Police since 8 Sep 18.
Two drink drivers, report submitted; one road traffic offence - no insurance; three road traffic matters; two reports regarding the drivers behaviour, some drivers traced and given suitable advice; one serious road traffic collision; three minor road traffic collisions.
One failure to quit a license premise; two concerns for persons - both traced safe and well.

One report of theft.

Police provided advice/assistance to members of the public for all other incidents.
4.    Treasurer’s Report
The balance is £4,254.00 (to be confirmed by HC).
5.    Community Amenity Issues
Dalchreichart:  The broken hinge on the gate at Dalchreichart Cemetery is to be repaired within the next two weeks.

A82:  BEAR to drop the kerb at the traffic light by the Doctors’ surgery this month.

Road works started 26th August to enable Scottish Water to fix manholes at the junction of the A82 and Abertarff Place, accordingly there is now three way traffic control there.  BEAR are scheduled to re-surface that stretch of road on 1st October.  Road closures signage is confusing but closure times are:

Invergarry to Fort Augustus - 30th Sep - 19th Oct, Sunday to Thursday from


7.00 p.m. to 6.00 a.m.


Invermoriston to Fort Augustus - 21st Oct - 1st Nov, Sunday to Thursday from


7.00 p.m. to 6.00 a.m.

SSE is responsible for reinstating the white lining around the village green as part of planning conditions of Stronelairg together with providing the new pavement at West End and the crossing which will commence in November.

Yellow lines on Station road have faded and white lining is required throughout the village - MD to speak to BEAR and THC Roads Dept.
DM has e-mailed THC about the state of the road at the Fire Station entrance.
Riverside Park Pavement:  Due to start in October MD to follow up.

Torgoyle Bridge:  The bridge is a mess of pot holes and has still not been resurfaced, MD to speak to David Devine.
Invermoriston Cemetery:  No update.
6.    Renewable Energy Projects
Stronelairg Windfarm:  SF confirmed that the site was near completion and that he was now pressing for reinstatement of the village green, the plan for which has been agreed by THC (except the raised table at Abbey Gardens).  Scoping application for Stronelairg has not yet been received but any extension to the site would probably gain access through Laggan.

Beinneun Windfarm:  No update from Octopus, MD has written to the company for an update.

Millennium Windfarm:  The Reporter has decided not to have a public meeting, their outcome is still unknown.
Dell Windfarm:  No update.
Auchterawe Substation:  The planning application for Phases 1 & 2 is now confirmed as 23rd October to commence at 10.00a.m. in the Chamber at THC Headquarters.  MD was unable to express an opinion, either for or against the application as it was live.  However, she is able to listen to community and applicant views. Coire Glas site visit by South Planning on 18th October will be about the scheme and how it’s changing not about the sub-stations or distribution.
7.    Planning & Licensing
a.
18/04114/MSC - Erection of house, formation of access, installation of septic tank and soakaway.  Land 55M East Of Hill House, Dalchreichart, Glenmoriston
b.
18/04064/FUL - Demolish disused building and erect dwelling house.  Land 25M West Of Fort Augustus Public Hall, Fort Augustus.
c.
18/04076/FUL - Construction of a new forest access to enable timber extraction and improve forest management.  Land 490M SE of Invernahaven, Culachy Wood, Fort Augustus
d.
18/04080/FUL - Formation of forest access. Culachy Wood, Fort Augustus.

With regard to c. and d., Traffic Scotland has asked for an extension to determine the 
application.  The CC is to comment to Planners their concern over three exits onto the A82 
which has with a 60 m.p.h. speed limit and suggest that there be one exit and a series of 
internal roads due to the inherent safety issue.  A copy is to be provided to Transport 
Scotland for information about the community’s view.

8.    Correspondence
DM to speak to Ian MacGillivray and Shane Manning about THC putting parking bays on Oich Pier and charging.  MD has asked that those bays and a toilet block be added to our current bid (car park funding) from the Tourism Infrastructure Fund.
Comments have been submitted about the RDS Forestry plan for planting around the Invermoriston car park on the Glenmoriston Estate.  In particular, issues surrounding the species of trees to be planted and the Highland cattle that use the field.
An e-mail has been sent to Scottish Water asking for a planning gain to install mains water at properties between Invermoriston and Fort Augustus.

The free community newsletter ‘Ness News’ is now available at Great Glen Trading Centre, Service Point and Glenmoriston Stores.  This will be printed quarterly, anyone wishing to publish an article in the November issue is to submit it by 31st October by email –  deirdre_x@hotmail.co.uk
9.    AOB
The water on the road at Pier House and Lochview Cottage in Invermoriston - ongoing.
Residents can park anywhere in Abertarff Place and The Riggs except across driveways, there is no exclusivity to parking outside individual properties.  The only alternative would be for THC to introduce residents parking permits which have an associated cost.
The two disabled bays in the car park are lined yellow and not blue - no update.
Community Council Review - Initial Engagement Briefing.  Response to be drafted by SF and passed for comment by other members in readiness for discussion at the next meeting and submission prior to the 2nd November deadline.

A few complaints have been received about the advertising on the side of the road by Kiltane in the village preservation area.  CC to speak to Monica, their liaison officer and/or Alice Gibbs.
Care in the Community.  MD to get stakeholders together to update them as looking at a new way forward.  The Highland Hospice want to do more end of life care, pain management and provide care.  There will be a drop-in session to understand the business model in due course.  The Telford Centre has to change due to costs and is looking at a sheltered housing model.  Meeting to be arranged ASAP.
Winter gritting – MD advised there will be a Sunday service on back roads.

School - MD to arrange a meeting at the school with parents and teachers then take to the wide community about changes in delivering the curriculum and how to develop the school to create a community hub.
Forestry Commission will submit plans of 5 year review and consultation next year.  It will also be the FC’s 100th anniversary.  Ways to mark and celebrate the occasion to be discussed.
Christmas lights.  Consensus has been achieved but awaiting response from BEAR as there are deadlines to meet and an 8 week order time.  The Community Company now own ‘Nessie’.  No one has come forward with comments about lights in Invermoriston despite several groups being contacted and information being placed on notice boards.

Thanks given to the Community Company for the fencing erected around the public toilets.

Loch Ness Holiday Resort - MD provided two planning consents on the land and associated conditions to CC. 

No update on the brown sign at village green advertising Loch Ness Resorts.

The next meeting will take place on Wednesday, 31st October 2018 at the Millennium Hall, Invermoriston at 7.30 p.m.
