

Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council
Minutes of the Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council Meeting held at the Memorial Hall, Fort Augustus on Wednesday 25th October 2017 @ 7.30 p.m.
Members Present:
Deirdre MacKinnon - Chair (DM)
Helen Clay - Secretary & Treasurer (HC)
Stuart Findlay (SF)
Jeff Dymond (JD)

Margaret Davidson - Councillor (MD)

Apologies:

Iain MacKnocher - Vice-Chair (IM)

Carol Pritchard (CP)

Rachel Hayes (RH)

Steven Smith (SS)
Note taker: Samantha Cornelius
1. Previous Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting on Wednesday 27th September 2017 were agreed to be an accurate and true reflection.  Proposed by DM seconded by SF.
2. Matters Arising
Abertarff:  HC to contact THC regarding the second vehicle previously reported.
Boats:  The matter of abandoned boats has been discussed with the Police, enquiries ongoing.  Further letters to be issued to individuals advising that the matter will now be passed to the relevant authorities.
School Fields:  An acceptable quote has been received and agreed in principle for goalposts and nets.  Nets will also be purchased for Invermoriston and the CC to be asked to paint the existing goalposts at that site.  Quotes for the gate and fencing are yet to be considered.

Car Parks:  The meeting to consider how best to deal with the increasing numbers of visitors arranged with representatives from Transport Scotland, CC, Community Company, THC and Police was productive.  Discussion included but was not limited to parking, litter and traffic management both short and long term plans.  Maps of the proposed plans are available for the community to view in the Memorial Hall Fort Augustus.
Buses:  MD to endeavour to ascertain what bus companies are going to do to address buses going past bus-stops because they are full to capacity, whilst people who have previously purchased tickets are waiting at them.

3. Police Report
PC Jones N104 presented the monthly report, which totalled 51 incidents being reported to Police.

Four non-injury road traffic collisions, no offences; six reports regarding driver behaviour, some drivers traced and spoken to; one driver reported for a speeding offence; three drivers issued conditional offers for speeding offences; two drivers issued conditional offers for road traffic offences.  Most incidents related to drivers from outwith the area.

Concerns highlighted regarding driver behaviour/speeding in and around Kilchuimen Academy, Fort Augustus, Police attended at the school where drivers were spoken to and given advice.

Two reports regarding concerns for persons, traced safe and well.  One report regarding a male in the water in Loch Ness for around an hour.  Police, Ambulance, Coastguard, RNLI, Rescue 951 and local assistance attended, the male was taken out of the water by a local tour company and conveyed to Fort Augustus where he was then taken to hospital by helicopter before being discharged from hospital later the same day.

Police provided advice/assistance to members of the public for all other incidents.
The vacant position for a Police Constable in Fort Augustus has not been filled to date; the position has been advertised locally and nationally with no applicants applying.  There are discussions taking place with Officers from island postings wishing to return to the mainland to establish if they would be interested in the post.
4. Treasurer’s Report
No update available as awaiting details from Bank of notifiable changes.

5. Community Amenity Issues
Drainage at Dalreoch:  BEAR advised matter to be addressed in November.
Caravan Park:  HC contacted the Head of Planning at THC to complain about the delay in action regarding the sites non-compliance with planning.  Acknowledgement received advising will respond once his enquiries are complete.
6. Renewable Energy Projects
Consented Projects:
Stronelairg Windfarm:  Last two meeting have been cancelled, DM to contact organiser about arranging a new meeting and stipulate that the meeting should go ahead regardless of the attendance of Stratherrick as there are issues which affect this community to be addressed.

Beinneun Windfarm:  No update.
Bhlaraidh Windfarm:  No update.
Millennium Windfarm:  No update.
Auchterawe Substation:   The next meeting is the 13th December at the Lovat Hotel at 7.00 p.m.  Enquiry from community about lack of attendance by CC representatives at recent meetings, there will be at least one representative present in future.
Culachy:  No update.
7. Planning & Licensing
a.
14/02879/FUL - Land At Dell Estate Whitebridge Inverness - erection of 14 turbine wind farm (approx. 42MW installed capacity) and associated infrastructure.
Application refused: The proposals do not accord with the provisions of the Development Plan and there are no material considerations which would warrant approval of the application. The proposal is contrary to Policy 67 of the adopted Highland-wide Local Development Plan as the impact of the development would be significantly detrimental to the landscape of Glen Brein and have adverse visual impact to receptors viewing the area from the north.  These include travellers on the B862 road and walkers in the Great Glen especially those who climb Meall FuarMhonaid Meall as demonstrated within the supporting ES Viewpoints 7 and 17.
b.
17/03084/FUL - Kilianan Mor Invermoriston Inverness - change of use to house with extension to form additional accommodation and a Bed and Breakfast unit. Raising of external house walls and raising of roof to provide additional accommodation.  The tree impact assessment now available.
Awaiting decision.
c.
17/04313/FUL - Point Clair House Invermoriston Inverness - renovation, extension and boat house.
Awaiting decision.

d.
17/00993/PIP - Land To South Of Cnoc Fearna Dalchreichart Glenmoriston - Erection of house.

Application refused: contrary to Highland Local Plan Policies 28, 39, 36.
8. Correspondence
Road Closure: There are partial closures of the A82 planned for the end of October start of November for essential works on both the Fort Augustus and Aberchalder swing bridges.  The bridges will be fixed open and there will be no access for emergency services.  The diversion will be via Invergarry and Invermoriston (A87 & A887).

Fort Augustus swing bridge closed from 2200 - 0600 hrs on the 30th and 31st Oct and 1st Nov.
Aberchalder swing bridge closed from 2200 - 0600 hrs on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Nov.
Glenshero Wind Farm - Representatives to be invited to attend the CC meeting on 29th November and give a 20 minute presentation.

An invitation to attend the Rural Inverness Communities Convention has been received, delegates from CC to attend.

Request received from Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston for donations of £100 towards the children’s Christmas Party.

Cheques requested from the British Legion for two wreaths for the Remembrance Services in Fort Augustus and Invermoriston.

9. AOB
Visit Scotland office to close, will not now be moving to McVeans premises.  MD to arrange a meeting with the Head of Visit Scotland (Chris Taylor), SF, DM and invite a representative from the Community Company.
At various times during October, there was no internet in Invermoriston.  Engineers attended and confirmed the line was not faulty, advised to contact BT not Openreach.

Reports of speeding vehicles past Pier House and Lochview House, advised to report to Police.

Pot holes in pavement at Riverside Park.  MD to deal with.
A82 the new road surface between Allt na Criche and Invermoriston is of good quality but suffers from horrendous surface water issues.  MD to contact David Devine (Transport Scotland).
Road surface between Abertarff and Market Hill is in poor state of repair due to constantly being dug up by utility services etc.  MD to contact David Devine (Transport  Scotland).

The CC website is up to date.
The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 29th October at the Millennium Hall, Invermoriston at 7.30 p.m.

