
Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council
Minutes of the Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council Meeting held at the Millennium Hall, Invermoriston on Wednesday 22nd February 2017 @ 7.30 p.m.
Members Present:
Carol Pritchard - Chairperson (CP)
Iain MacKnocher - Vice-Chair (IM)
Johnny MacDonald - Treasurer (JM)
Deirdre MacKinnon - Secretary (DM)
Helen Clay (HC)
Peter Yair (PY)
Steven Smith (SS)
Rachel Hayes (RH)
Margaret Davidson - Councillor (MD)
Note taker: Samantha Cornelius
1. Previous Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting on Wednesday 25th January 2017 were agreed to be an accurate and true reflection.  Proposed by PY and seconded by DM.
2. Matters Arising
Shooting Club:  CP to arrange a visit to the site.
Torgoyle Bridge Signage:  PY contacted Tommy Deans at Bear Scotland but he has failed to respond by either phone or e-mail about the 30 and 50 mph signage at the bridge.  MD to contact.
Planning Appeal:  Caravan Park, Fort William Road - 16/02988/FUL.  Not yet determined the planning review will be sitting in early March.
Scottish Canal Properties:  CP to contact Nicola Drummond.
Facebook:  DM has set up the Community Council on Facebook.
Fort Augustus Toilets:  A permanent member of staff is now in place opening and cleaning the toilet block at the car park.
3. Police Report
Several minor road traffic incidents, no injuries or offences reported.  One sexual offence resulting in a report to the Procurator Fiscal; the investigation into the vandalism at the wall of the Old Convent is ongoing; enquiries into a house breaking are also ongoing.
Police are asking the community to lock both their houses and their cars although living in a low crime area all precautions should still be taken.
With regard to the road obstruction at Canalside by delivery vehicles, control of the designated parking bays are the responsibility of the Council through designated powers.  The Police are unable to enforce and could only speak to the driver who is causing the obstruction.
The ATM skimming incident is now an international enquiry due to the hi-tech system used and the reading of cards belonging to foreign tourists.  Banks are continuously working to improve the security of ATM’s and counter criminal fraud systems.  In the meantime, usual measures of covering the keypad should be taken when using any ATM.
4. Treasurer’s Report
No revised statement received from bank as no movement on the account.  The account balance remains as per 9 December 2016 at £5,566.52.
Discussion for use of funds received from Etape and remaining funds from Fishing Club specifically reserved for youth projects/activities.  DM to put on Facebook page encouraging applications from youth groups for funding.
The Council identified the need to be more aware of Discretionary Fund Applications and help advertise to the wider community.
5. Community Amenity Issues
Letter from Bear Scotland regarding resurfacing on A887 from 13th - 31st March.  The road will not be closed, works will be undertaken between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. weekdays only and a traffic convoy system will be in operation.
DM, MD and Harry Whiteside (Community Company) visited Old Convent Wood to discuss the right to buy option.  The Community Company have first refusal and are considering ideas including but not limited to more housing in the form of supported living around the Telford Centre.
The drain beside the Police Station is continually flooding due to it being blocked.  Residents’ properties are now being adversely affected including ingress of water and building damage.  No response has been received from Bear Scotland.  MD to contact Tommy Deans.
MD also to raise issue of the state of the A82 with regard to numerous pot holes, specifically the road south of Fort Augustus going onto the straight mile and the straight road past Allt na Criche.
Council responsibility for Great Glen Way, the road at the Village Hall and down to Three Bridges has particularly bad pot holes.
MD advised that she had spoken to Mhairi Law (District Manager NHS) who agreed to the creation of a liaison group with two to three people from the NHS to keep the community up to date and give the opportunity to ask questions.  The Community Company should be invited to attend to discuss the Medical Centre.  Mhairi Law to be invited to next Community Council meeting in March.
MD to query possibility of obtaining tickets/signage for residents to enable them to park in Fort Augustus car park without charge.
6. Renewable Energy Projects
Consented Projects:
Stronelairg Windfarm:  Next liaison group meeting is 22nd March.
Beinneun Windfarm:  Blue Energy does not intend to split the benefit between the two Community Company’s as SSE has done.  They wish to set up a new committee with members rotating on an 18 month basis but are open to suggestions.  Community has 12 months to build a dialogue with Blue Energy but must remember that it is the developer who decides about the distribution of the community benefit.
Discussion about recent public meeting with the developer, Neal Reid of Blue Energy stated he had heard that some applications to the Community Company had been refused.  Members of the community who feel aggrieved are invited to speak to the Community Company and or Community Council about any issues.
An e-mail dated 12 Feb from the Community Company asking that a letter from them 2nd November be read out and that its content is considered for the future.  Letter read out followed by lengthy discussions about the best way forward.  CP to contact Neal Reid and arrange a business meeting with Blue Energy and 2 representatives from the Community Council, to include one of the two Community Councillors who is also a Director of the Community Company. A couple of Invergarry Community Councillors are also to be invited to attend if they wish. The representatives from Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council will be CP and JM and Sam Cornelius will take a note of the meeting.
Bhlaraidh Windfarm:  Scottish Water is dealing with householders individually.  A weekly construction update is to be made available.  The turbines will start arriving the second week of March and the blades from 10th March.  The next liaison meeting is on the 9th March. 
Millennium Windfarm:  The extension to the site has been granted.
Auchterawe Substation:   The next liaison meeting will take place on Wednesday 8th March at The Lovat Hotel at 7.00 p.m.  CP to suggest an information board is erected for visitor information about the site.
7. Planning & Licensing
Applications:
a. Old Farm Glenmoriston Lodge Estate Invermoriston Inverness IV63 7YA - 17/00607/FUL.  Erection of a garden room.
b. Culachy Steading Fort Augustus PH32 4BY - 17/00272/LBC.  Garage space in existing steading to be converted and extended to form new house.
c. Land 115M West Of Moorfield Glenmoriston - 17/00195/FUL.  Erect telecommunications apparatus, equipment cabinets and associated works.
The CC had no comment on these applications.
8. Correspondence
None.
9. AOB
MD to investigate whether the waste ground beside the Police House can be used for parking for residents in Abertarff.
DM to arrange letter to residents about parking issues and emergency vehicle access at the Riggs.
MD confirmed that ‘no overnight parking’ in Fort Augustus car park does not refer to use by the residents of the Riggs.
CP to complete survey by market researcher about recent SHE transmission works.
Two members of the public expressed concern about the tone of parts of the meeting and their concerns were acknowledged.
The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 29th March at the Memorial Hall, Fort Augustus at 7.30 p.m.

