Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council

Thursday 30th January 2014 @ 7.30pm – Fort Augustus Memorial Hall 

Present: 

Stuart Findlay (Chair), Carol Pritchard (Vice-Chair), Deirdre MacKinnon (Secretary), Johnny MacDonald (Treasurer), Jennifer McArthur and Rachel Hayes. 

Cllr Margaret Davidson 

Minute Secretary: Emily-May Winstanley

Apologies:
Iain MacKnocher (Vice-Chair)

The CC chairperson welcomed the Guest speakers to the meeting,

Emma S Clark   EoN

Chloe Constant  EoN

Stephen Fraser  FC

Steven Park       PPS

Emma Clark from EoN gave a presentation to update the CC on their current wind farm proposal. 

Following community feedback from public exhibitions, EoN are proposing to reduce the number of turbines to 20 and will produce a revised layout.

EoN are currently unable to provide information on where the turbines, towers and blades will be purchased from.

It is proposed that the preferred route to transport the turbines etc would be from the Kyle of Lochalsh on the A887 to the site.

EoN propose to use the Beauly/Denny access to the site and suitable existing FC tracks.

Currently EoN see May or June 2014 as dates when they will submit their planning application .

All councillors and members of the public had the opportunity to ask questions.

When asked, EoN stated they would not be applying for extensions to increase the number of turbines if their application was successful.

Ken Brown and members of the steering group from “No Moriston Wind Farms” voiced their concerns at the meeting and restated their objections to the proposed project.

They produced a list of 300+ supporters for the benefit of the CC.

The guest speakers were thanked for their attendance and the update presentation, the EoN members then left the meeting.

The No Moriston Windfarm Steering group walked out of the meeting .....
1. Minutes: 

   Minutes from Community Council meeting on 28th November 2013

   Proposed by – JDM

   Seconded by – JM

2. Police – PC MacDonald and PC MacLean attended from Beauly and gave an update on policing issues and incidents within the community.

As a result of changes to police manning, Sgt Gregor Hay now covers from Beauly to Fort Augustus.

Police cover in the area continues as Sunday – Thursday rural officers finish at midnight,   

Friday and Saturday rural officers finish at 3am.

         Councillors and members of the public were given the opportunity to ask                   

         questions SF thanked the officers for attending. The police officers left the meeting.

3. Matters Arising     – Website training: Action: DM and JM agree date start.

· Village signs, awaiting feed back from FAGGBI.

· Notice board, Canal side,  ongoing.

· Public Transport issues – discussion took place regarding the buses breaking down and being late. Cllr MD to action.

· Picnic benches: Action: CP to speak to the forestry


       – Community investment meeting – SF attended and reported on       

   the proposed scheme. The community company to retain an           

   interest.  

 - CC training – 10th December 2013, Town House – CP and RH                                    

   attended and reported to CC

-  IMFLDP CC submission acknowledged 

-  Action points from November meeting completed.

 -  Invermoriston car park surface – some of the pot holes have been filled in.

Action: Cllr MD to follow-up

4. Treasurers Report:
JDM reported a bank balance as at 12th November 2013 at £8577.85

Expenditure: £140

JDM reported a bank balance as at 13th December 2013 at £8437.85

Expenditure: £140

5. Community Amenity Issues – Census profile 

                                                  – Scottish Rural Parliament: SF emailed to register interest

         – Advice note to Cllr’s on Code of Conduct

         – National Planning Framework: on-going 

         – Scottish Fire and Rescue: shutting Inverness fire control      room. Action - SF to complete the consultation survey.                                                                                                     

6.  Housing: No update

       7.  Roads – Bob Mitchell (Transport Scotland) will be at Glen Urquhart High School 

  

   for a meeting regarding trunk road problems,  Monday 3rd February at 4.30pm

  – Trees and branches in verges on A82 from the Quarry corners to Urquhart Castle 

             – Pot holes from Fort Augustus to Invermoriston,  A82 flooding issues.

                Action JDM, DM and SF to attend meeting in Drumnadrochit. 

             – Old Church Road (FA) top end: pot holes, (HC sorted out previously)

                       - Old Church Road (FA) by Village hall – trees overhanging the road; muddy and 

                   leaves on the road.

              Action Cllr MD to follow up with HC

           – FA Canal side – yellow hatching needs re-done and a sign should be put 

                                                 by the disabled access point

          – A member of the public has expressed concerns regarding the flooding on 

            Jenkins Park road by the Skate Park


     Action: Cllr MD to follow-up

          – Trees on the road to Dalchreichart need trimming. 

8.  Renewable Energy Projects – See Appendix attached for update on renewable projects.

CP attended Corriegarth Wind farm Community Liaison Group on 16th January 2014. 

CP provided details to the CC on the actions regarding road improvements and the liaison between the contractor and local residents and how they will try to accommodate the needs of the community.

Albeit the FA&GCC will be kept on the distribution list, it was agreed it was unnecessary to attend all meetings. 

Next meeting – 20th February

9. Correspondence – HC: Public Entertainments Licence Consultation and response.

                              Action SF to complete survey.

                           – RES wind farm developer, Culachy Estate invite to a meeting. 

                                Action SF to write to arrange meeting.

                                 – Glenmoriston Children Christmas party committee - letter of 

                                                  thanks

                                       – Fort Augustus Children’s Christmas party- letter of thanks 

  from Liz Proudlock

· Dr Farmer retirement event - letter of thanks from Iain Farmer

· Scottish Fire and Rescue - consultation and response on the local plan. Action SF to complete survey.

· Police Scotland - Local Community Engagement Form

· No Moriston Windfarms Steering Group letter as left at the CC meeting 30th Jan14.

10. Planning 
	Type of Application


	Name
	Location/Development

	13/04286/PIP


	Mrs. A MacCormick

Auchteraw Farm

Torr Dhuin

Auchteraw, Fort Augustus


	Erection of house

Land North West of Auchteraw Cemetery,

Auchteraw, Fort Augustus



	13/04614/FUL


	Mr. W Girvan

Great Glen Trading Centre
	Erection of hardware store with external free standing signage and car wash facilities.

West End Garage,

Fort Augustus



	14/00112/FUL
	Mr. A Laidlaw &

C Marsden
	Extension to create a reception room and additional bedroom/study accommodation at

Ellangowan, 2 Abbey Gardens, Fort Augustus



	14/00005/FUL
	PNE Wind UK
	Land at Tomchrasky Estate

900M NE of Beinn An T-Sidhein, Dalchreichart, Glenmoriston

Erection of met mast up to 80M in height (with a lightning finial 2.5m above)


      The CC raised no concerns with these applications.

11.  Licencing – Stravaigers - DM received letter of application.

12.  AOCB - Invermoriston Cemetery – tree still growing through roof of memorial 

     Action: CP to do a visual survey round the other local cemeteries. 
          – Part fallen tree: A887 past Redburn Café (Skye direction)


Action Cllr MD to follow up.         

Date of Next Meeting

Thursday 27th February 2014 – 7.30pm

Fort Augustus Memorial Hall

FORT AUGUSTUS & GLENMORISTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

RENEWABLE ENERGY PROJECTS UPDATE

JANUARY   2014

Report on the developments within 15km circumference of Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston

Glendoe Hydro scheme -  100MW operational

Millennium Windfarm    -  65MW  operational,  26 turbines                                                                                                                                                                                      

Simon Green project manager has informed the CC that WCE will be submitting planning application January/February 2014 for the 10 turbine extension.

Beinneun windfarm       -  75 to 85MW planning granted, 25 turbines.                                    

Now awaiting grid connection, the proposed extension is now on indefinite hold.                                            
Bhlaraidh windfarm       -  108 MW planning granted, 32 turbines awaiting construction.    

SSE have been granted planning consent and will be working to discharge conditions.  
Stronelairg windfarm     -  240MW  awaiting planning consent, 67 turbines.

Moriston windfarm        -  108MW  planning to submit  planning application,  36 turbines. 

Meet CC on 30th January 2014 for an update. 
Dell windfarm

   -  72MW update.                                                                                          

Meet with CC on 27th February 2014.  Stewart Forsyth project manager will be submitting planning application January/February 2014.                                                                                 

Coire Glas 

   - 300 to 600MW pumped storage system.                                           

SSE have been granted planning consent.

Culachy project               -25 turbine site   RES developer.                                                                                   

CC to make contact for a meeting.

Bhodaich project            -  5/6 MW.  SSE hydro scheme, scoping process. Located near the                      existing Ceannacroc Hydro scheme 


                                                                            

CC has responded to the scoping process.

The bold type underlined indicates latest updates.
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