
Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council

Thursday 29th May 2014 @ 7.30pm – Fort Augustus Memorial Hall 

Present: 

Stuart Findlay (Chair), Carol Pritchard (Vice-chair), Iain MacKnocher (Vice-chair), Johnny MacDonald (Treasurer), Jennifer McArthur, Rachel Hayes, Julia King & 

Cllr Margaret Davidson

Apologies:
Deirdre MacKinnon (Secretary)

Minute Secretary: Emily-May Winstanley

1. Minutes: 

   Minutes from Community Council meeting on 24th April 2014 for approval, subject to spelling and grammar amendments.

   Proposed by – CP 

   Seconded by – JK

SF welcomed Malcolm Sutherland and Morag Fraiser of Caledonian Concepts. 

Malcolm Sutherland and Morag Fraiser spoke about Etape 2014 and gave feedback about how the event went. They had 1008 participants and had received positive feedback on the success of the event, including the location and scenery. The organisers gained experience from this event and are certain they can run it more efficiently in the future and reopen the closed roads quicker. 

A detailed survey of the A82 route for the safety of cyclists was carried out and BEAR Scotland repaired surface pot holes.

Etape 2014 event raised a large amount of money for charities. 

The CC acknowledged the event had been a success but raised the fact that feedback from many businesses, residents and tourists who had experienced difficulties, inconvenience and delays due to the closure of the A82 in both directions.

The CC emphasized that if the event takes place next year then the closure of the A82 is unacceptable and the CC areas affected must be involved in the planning of how the event is managed. There are organised events every year involving cyclists and walkers where the A82 is open during the event.  

SF thanked Malcolm and Morag for their attendance.

Paul Simon from the Forestry Commission attended to provide details and an update regarding plans for tree felling behind the Glenmoriston Arms Hotel, Invermoriston. 

During the discussion it was suggested that a meeting in the Millennium Hall to inform the local residents on the proposals should be considered. 

SF thanked Paul for attending.

2. Matters Arising:
Beauly-Denny meeting 13th May – awaiting draft minutes for distribution. 

          Date of next meeting 15th July 2014

Glen Doe Trip – 14th June, 10am-2pm

Scheduled service buses – general lateness, Cllr MD to investigate.

Access to rear of properties Abertarff Place.— progressing. 

3. Treasurers Report:
Bank balance as at 30th April 2014 at £6329.80 

Income: £770 - Expenditure: £1650 for the period.
4. Community Amenity Issues and Police Report: 
-BEAR Scotland – some action, pot holes marked for repair, flooding outside police      station and white lining ongoing.

-Canal side – disabled access yellow hatching completed.

-Invermoriston Car Park – lights repaired.

-Community Transport – further meeting required, June or July.

-Service Point/Post Office – meeting on 6th May with THC and Community -Company to explore the possibility of them operating from a single location.

-Play Park at Jenkins Park – HC have removed the slide as it was deemed unsafe, it has not been replaced. Part of the fence adjacent to the play park and the road is missing.  Action: SF to contact THC.

-Loch Tarff B862  improvements to the road have commenced. The part of the route where road closure will be required is still to be resolved.

-HC Budget Consultation – budget meeting 18th June at Glen Urquhart High School 6.30pm-9.30pm. CP will try to attend.

-CC Website – email regarding a hosting package which includes domain name and off-line support,  Action: SF to arrange.

-Flooding at the Jenkins Park junction . Cllr MD to raise with HC

Police – PC MacDonald attended the meeting and gave update on the local area, 

    No antisocial behaviour or alcohol abuse issues reported. 

    8 road traffic collisions reported and several bad driving and speed issues         reported.


     Some police personnel changes and manning explained.

5. Renewable Energy Projects – See Appendix 1  attached

MWF South 10 turbine extension, S36 planning application submitted.

SF reminded councillors of some of the issues to be considered relating to the application. Representation deadline 8th July 2014.

6. Correspondence:
By email -

-Scottish Rural Parliament web site - www.scottishruralparliament.org.uk 

-Transport Scotland re Etape event. Meeting CC 29th May

-THC B862 Loch Tarff -- off road improvements. Starting 12th May

-THC-- Inner Moray Firth Local Development Plan report.

-Beinneum Windfarm update.  Drop-in day 28th May at Memorial Hall

-THC – Budget consultation- 9th June at theTown House also 18th June at Glen Urquhart High School, both from 6.30 to 9.30pm. Consultation – How could we do things differently?

-MWF South-- letters of support for planning application.

-EoN Moriston Wind Farm – email regarding Liaison meeting and CC meeting. 

Correspondence continued:

by paper -

-MWF south extension – Environmental Statement, 

-THC Review of Polling Districts and Polling Places.    Reinstate Polling District  following renovation of former Dalchreichart school to new community facilty. Response date 27th June 14.

-Wicksteed playscapes—fitness legacy zone.

7. Planning:
	Type of Application


	Name
	Location/Development

	14/01934/ADV
	SSE    Perth.
	Erection of lectern sign beside landing by Fort Augustus where River Oich and Caledonian Canal meet Loch Ness

Land 70M East of Inveroich House, Fort Augustus

	14/01706/SCOP
	Blue Energy
	Beinneun Wind Farm

8KM NW of Invergarry, Glenmoriston

7 turbine extension to the consented Beinneun Wind Farm.

	
	
	


      The CC to check applicant of 14/01934/ADV.

8. AOCB:
-Stravaigers Lodge – gravel sprint; residents are notified of the date of the sprint but could they be provided with a more detailed itinerary of the event– speak to Highland Car Club. 

It also takes the Forestry a while to carry out the repairs to the road after the event.   Action: JK to email Paul Simon (FCS)

-Grass along Jenkins Park path requires to be cut. This was put on the grass cutting schedule 2013.  Cllr MD to investigate.

Date of Next Meeting

Thursday 26th June 2014 – 7.30pm

Glenmoriston Millennium Hall 

                              








Appendix 1
FORT AUGUSTUS & GLENMORISTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL
RENEWABLE ENERGY PROJECTS UPDATE    May  2014
Report on the developments within 15km circumference of Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston

                                                                                                                                                                                    Millennium Windfarm 10 turbine extension – S36 planning application submitted 23rd May 2014.  Copy of application letter to Scottish government and advert letter to all community councillors.   Environmental statement in the Service Point Fort Augustus. For discussion.

Beinneun windfarm       -  75 to 85MW, 25 turbines.   Grid connection granted.                Scoping application 14/01706/scop submitted.  Drop in days arranged for 15th May, Glenmoriston Millennium Hall and 28th May Memorial Hall, Fort Augustus, 2.00pm to 7.00pm.  Meeting with CC to be arranged.                                           

Bhlaraidh windfarm       -  108 MW -  32 turbines awaiting construction.                                 SSE to discharge planning conditions.       On going.

Stronelairg windfarm     -  240MW  awaiting planning consent, 67 turbines. 

Moriston windfarm        -  54 MW!!  planning application submission May/June 2014,           Latest design 18 turbines.   As its 54 MW it will be an S36 application. Copy of the Environmental Statement due to be delivered to the CC 18th June.  EoN had suggested a liaison meeting 19th June and a CC visit 26th June. Declined dates due to tight time lines, awaiting response.

Dell windfarm

   - 42 MW.   final design is for 14 turbines.                                                         Under 50 MW this will be a HC planning application.     Ongoing.                                                                                                                                                                    

Coire Glas    - 300 to 600MW pumped storage system.                                                                          No updates
Culachy project      25 turbine site   RES developer.   See condensed response from RES in April 14 minutes.                                                                              

Bhodaich project       -  5/6 MW.  SSE hydro scheme.    No updates. 

PNE Wind UK - Tomcrasky
-Met mast application,  14/00005/ful
Abbey Commercial Investments  -  Bunloyne -  Met mast application, 14/00775/ful
                                                               











