Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council

Thursday 25th July 2013 @ 7.30pm – Fort Augustus Memorial Hall 
Special short community council meeting.
Present: 

Stuart Findlay (Vice-Chair), Deirdre MacKinnon (Secretary), Johnny MacDonald (Treasurer), Jennifer McArthur, Carol Pritchard, Cllr Margaret Davidson 
Apologies:

I.MacKnocher. F.Holt
Cllr. M.Davidson took over the chair of the meeting in order to elect a chairperson to fill the vacant position.  Cllr MD asked for nominations, CP proposed S.Findlay,  JDM seconded.  There was no other nominations, SF was duly elected and took the chair for the meeting.
The election of a vice chairperson will be dealt with at the September meeting.
Iain MacKnocher will chair the August meeting.

As this meeting was for specific issues the normal agenda did not apply.

Beinneum Windfarm update.

At a meeting on the 15th July 2013 attended by SF, JDM, CP, & JM and Neal Reid from Beinneum WF who provided the following information;
Ridgewind the developer is now owned by Blue Energy an International company.

Beinneum windfarm now has planning consent and is currently discharging the conditions, which includes a traffic plan.
Access to the site remains as previously given from the A887, the substation will be sited near the access entrance.

A copy of the final layout was provided, 25 turbines producing between 75 & 85 MW.

Grid connection date is 2021 but they are working on a more acceptable date around 2016.

The turbines, towers and blades are being planned to come by road from the Kyle of Lochalsh.
Community benefit remains at £5k per MW and will be administered under the HC formula.

Initially, Neil will keep in contact with the CC every 3 months regarding progress.
Community Council issues.

At a meeting this afternoon attended by Charles Stephens ward manager, Cllr MD, 

SF & JDM to discuss issues effecting FA&GCC.
The discussion centred round correspondence between the HC and the community council over decisions which had implications effecting the CC having taken place without the knowledge, consultation or involvement of the community councillors.
Following the discussion the HC officers accepted mistakes had taken place within the  community council and agreed better communication and openness could have prevented the issue arising.

The community councillors needed this issue to be discussed and are now keen to put this matter behind them and move on.
Treasures Report.

JDM presented a bank balance to 20th June 2013 of £17080.40p. 
Outgoing cheques of £40 & £18, income Nil.

The community council has since passed a cheque for £8400 to DARA as the balance of funds held on their behalf whilst awaiting a bank account. 
Hydro Power Scheme 13/01971/ful
The CC would fully support a planning gain which would upgrade the water system to the three houses opposite the development at Dundreggan.

Upper Car Park.
The CC has requested the HC to supply and install a NO OVERNIGHT PARKING sign to try to stop mobile homes using the car park overnight instead of the campsite.
Log Lorries Jenkins Park
DM has received complaints regarding log lorries movements through the Jenkins Park area in the early hours. (5.30am) 

DM contacted the FC who will speak to the contractors and the first vehicles should not be before 7.00am.
Housing Needs.
Cllr MD would like to have an assessment survey carried out in the area.

The CC agreed to have an input into the questions asked in the survey.

June Meeting.
The action points arising from that meeting have been carried out.

Date of Next Meeting

Thursday 29th August – 7.30pm
Glenmoriston Millennium Hall
