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Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council

Thursday 25th September 2014 @ 7.30pm – Fort Augustus Memorial Hall 

Present: 

Stuart Findlay (Chair), Carol Pritchard (Vice-chair), Johnny MacDonald (Treasurer), Rachel Hayes & Cllr Margaret Davidson

Apologies:
Iain MacKnocher (Vice-chair), Jennifer McArthur, Deirdre MacKinnon (Secretary) & Julia King

SF welcomed Amy Townsend (Gamesa), Iain Gatward (Facilitating Change) and Stewart Davidson(Arcus) who proceeded to give a presentation on the proposed Aberchalder Wind Farm. The presentation included a discussion covering cumulative impact, number of turbines and height, site layout, possible site access routes, transport and visual impact.

Public consultation has been arranged for 29th October in Fort Augustus Village Hall from 11.00am to 8.00pm.

SF thanked them for attending. 

1. Minutes: 

   Minutes from Community Council meeting on 28th August 2014

   Proposed by – CP

   Seconded by – JDM

2. Matters Arising:
- Damaged lamp post at the Caley Brae, repairs completed.

- Jenkins Park/Auchteraw junction- white lining at the give way sign. 

Action- SF to contact THC

3. Treasurers Report:
There was no bank statement available.
JDM checked with the bank but realised the reason for no statement was  no movement in the account during the period.

4. Community Amenity Issues and Police 'report: 
- Community Transport – on-going

- Service Point – continued discussion on mixed use, ongoing. 

- HC Budget Consultation – awaiting the next consultation document.

- Slide in Jenkins Park – Action - Cllr MD to obtain costings.  

– Fort Augustus public toilets – repairs to commence towards end of October,      CC to be kept informed. 

- Abertarff Place- access to rear of properties, the CC requires clarity of the actual access path and authority to cut away vegetation from THC. 

- Battery Rock Path - the CC to obtain and agree with the access officer the drawing showing the new pathway, also authority to cut the vegetation.  

- FAGGBI are committed to renovating the Welcome to Fort Augustus signs at each end of the village during the closed season.

- Invermoriston car park, an additional general purpose bin is required. Action - Cllr MD to pursue.

- Auchteraw Bridge repair and drainage – ongoing.

- Free Church Road – contact A Johnston THC to agree repairs, funding now in place.

Police – SF read out a police report for our area from PC F. MacColl.

Road safety – since the previous meeting officers have attended 3 RTCs.

1 person reported for speeding and several reports of bad driving.

Antisocial behaviour, Alcohol abuse, Theft/poaching- no report or crimes since previous meeting.         

5. Renewable Energy Projects –

The CC discussed the September renewable project update.

RES ( Culachy windfarm) will attend the October meeting.

6. Correspondence:
By email -

5-9-14   – THC waste management, fund litter and fly tipping.

9-9-14   – Scottish Rural Parliament quick update.

10-9-14 – BEAR Scotland lamp post repair.

11-9-14 – THC road map diversion during road repairs B851.

11-9-14 – THC Leader consultation feed back.

15-9-14 – THC winter resilience community aid.

17-9-14 - THC the HSCHT AGM 25th Sept.

18-9-14 – THC The Great Glen Focus.

19-9-14 – SRP registration.

24-9-14 – SRP registration closing.

24-9-14 – Police Scotland community paper, (report)

By paper -

Sept. 
       Gamesa Aberchalder windfarm scoping request June 2014

5th Sept.    RES Culachy windfarm Proposal of Application Notice.

10th Sept.  Invitation to HSCHT AGM.

10th Sept.  THC ward discretionary budget funding award.

11th Sept   Marine Harvest, Inchmore redevelopment


        Proposal of Application Notice

7. Planning:
	Type of Application


	Name
	Location/Development

	14/03229/FUL

14/03003/SCRE

 
	Ian Drew

SSE
	Applecroft, east of south Auchteraw

Change of design from 10/02231/FUL add extension

Construction of footpath and cycle path from Tarff Bridge to Glendoe.

	14/02929/SCRE

14/03410/FUL
	SSE

Mr & Mrs T Hendry            Loch Ness Cottage 
	132KV  OHL connection for Beinneun Wind Farm

Construct 2 bedroomed          property for disabled            holiday accommodation.



	14/03482/S36

Variation to

11/04152/S36

14/03051/MSC


	Blue Energy

Beinneun Windfarm

Mr Turnbull
	Increase in blade tip height by 1.5m to 133.5m

Increase dimensions of control building – length plus 8m-  width plus 1.5m 

Erection of house on land SW of Tigh Litrichean

Dalchreichart


CC had no concerns on above applications.

14/02958/SCRE , Marine Harvest Inchmore site. Have submitted a Proposal of Application Notice and plan a drop-in day. CC have shown an interest in this application.

8. AOCB:
Beauly/Denny Liaison group, next meeting 7th October 2014

Community councillor raised the issue of fly tipping in the layby near Bunloyne junction. Report to THC via Service Point.
Date of Next Meeting

Thursday 30th October 2014 – 7.30pm

Glenmoriston Millennium Hall 

FORT AUGUSTUS & GLENMORISTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

RENEWABLE ENERGY PROJECTS UPDATE

September  2014

Report on the developments within 15km circumference of Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston

                                                                                                                                                                                    Millennium Windfarm 10 turbine extension – S36 planning application submitted 23rd May 2014. 

Community Council objection submitted. 

Beinneun windfarm       -  75 to 85MW, 25 turbines.   Grid connection granted.                    Meeting with community council, planned for November meeting.                                           

Bhlaraidh windfarm       -  108 MW -  32 turbines awaiting construction.                                   Site investigation works started.    On going.

Stronelairg windfarm     -  240MW  awaiting planning consent, 67 turbines.                      .  Site investigation works started. John Muir Trust lodged a petition to the court of session requesting a judicial review of the decision to consent.                                                                                                                CC and SSE to arrange meeting.

Moriston windfarm        -  54 MW!!  planning application submission delayed to late summer/autumn 2014,   Latest design 18 turbines. As it's 54 MW it will be an S36 application.                            No recent update. 
Dell windfarm

   - 42 MW.   final design is for 14 turbines.                                                         Under 50 MW this will be a HC planning application.                                                                  Planning application submitted to THC.  Community Council objection submitted.                                                                                                                                                                      
Coire Glas    - 300 to 600MW pumped storage system.                                                                          On hold.

Culachy project      25 turbine site   RES developer.  RES have issued the CC a copy of their Proposal of Application Notice, Sept.2014.  RES have changed number, height and location of the turbines. It will now be less than 50MW.                                                                                    RES will attend the October CC meeting.                                                                           

Bhodaich project       -  5/6 MW.  SSE hydro scheme.    No update.

NEW                                                                                                                                                Gamesa Energy UK – Aberchalder Wind Farm – Gamesa sent the CC a copy of the Scoping Request which we should have received in June 2014 instead of Sept.                                        Turbines up to 13, max height 184m total generation 50 to 65MW.    Gamesa will attend and give the CC a presentation at the September meeting.
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