Inaugural Meeting of  
Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council 
 
Minutes of the Inaugural Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council Meeting held at the Memorial Hall, Fort Augustus at 7.15 p.m. on Wednesday 27th November 2019. 
 
Margaret Davidson opened the meeting and welcomed those present.  Nominations for the post of Chairperson were requested.  Deirdre MacKinnon was proposed by Jeff Dymond and seconded by Michael Anderson. 
 
The chair was then handed to Deirdre MacKinnon who called for nominations for the posts of: 
 
Vice-Chair-Iain MacKnocher was proposed by Helen Clay and seconded by Michael 
Anderson 
 
Secretary-Helen Clay was proposed by Deirdre MacKinnon and seconded by Michael 
Anderson 
 
A nomination for co-opting onto the Committee was proposed by the Chair: 
 
Stuart Findlay was proposed as Treasurer by Deirdre MacKinnon and seconded by Michael Anderson. 
 
The Community Council was duly formed, and the first meeting called to order. 
 
Members Present: 
Deirdre MacKinnon - Chair (DM) 
Stuart Findlay - Treasurer (SF) 
Helen Clay - Secretary (HC) 
Jeff Dymond (JD) 
Mike Anderson (MA) 
Robert MacDonald (RM) 
 
Margaret Davidson - Councillor (MD) 
 
Apologies: 
Iain MacKnocher - Vice Chair (IM) 
Rachel Hayes (RH) 
 
Note taker: Samantha Cornelius 
 
Thanks was given to Carol Pritchard for her long service to the Community Council. 
 
1.    Previous Minutes 
 
The Minutes of the meeting on Wednesday 30th October 2019 were agreed to be an accurate and true reflection.  Proposed by HC and seconded by SF. 

 
2.    Matters Arising 
 
Scottish Canals:  MD has written to Catherine Topley the CEO of Scottish Canals and is awaiting a response regarding their lack of community engagement about the current works at the lock flight.  DM commented that two roads to the school were blocked by a crane a week ago and that the A82 had been closed whilst they got vehicles up to the canal.  Scottish Canals’ contractor is to visit to talk to the CC in January.  SSE will also be attending as the CC anticipate a decision regarding the information pod. 
 
Car Park/Parking:  Shane Manning (SM) is visiting Fort Augustus on Thursday 5th December in the Service Point at 1 p.m. to discuss plans for the canal road as well as the issues of displacement of tourist buses that may arise as a result of the plans.  SM is currently working with Lovat Estates who have done the first clearance for the main car park.  No payment will be made until the road has been surfaced and white lined. 
 
Information Pod:   No update. 
 
3.    Police Report 
 
The following incidents have been reported to Police between 30th October and 26th November: 
 
There have been several reports concerning for the manner of driving within this period, the majority of those spoken to have been visitors to the area.  One driver was issued a Fixed Penalty for speeding. 
 
An incident involving a drunken youth outside the British Legion was received but no further Police action was required. 
 
At about 03:00hrs on Saturday 9th November 2019 a window at Angela’s Gift Shop was smashed.  There did not appear to have been anything stolen and entry was not gained.  This is believed to be vandalism and not an attempt to break in.  Enquiries are ongoing into this matter. 
 
Although no crime has been committed please be aware that a fake Bank of England note was presented at a local shop.  Shop staff are advised to be vigilant and report any concerns. 
 
If there any issues please contact Police Scotland on 101 or 999 if an emergency. 
 
4.    Treasurer’s Report 
 
The current balance at 27th November is £6,024.13.  
 
5.    Community Amenity Issues 
 
Toilets:  The feasibility report is due mid-January.  MD and JD to discuss potential funding options and Port-a-loos as a temporary measure. 
 
Invermoriston:  Achnaconeran road.  MD discussed drainage with the roads department and will follow up. 
 
Buses:  MD attended the school to discuss transport and advised that as there was no public subsidy available the school should look to utilise the members of staff that are licensed to drive the Community Bus. 
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Road Issues: 
 
· Fort William Road:  MD advised that BEAR had discussed with R J MacLeod, the relocation of the speed limit signs along the Fort William Road, however, to do so would require statutory authority.  BEAR will implement a speed check along that road which will mark the start of the process.  Hopefully the signage can be moved although it won’t be a quick fix.  The presence of street lighting along the road indicates that it has a speed limit of 30 mph.  MD suggested that Invermoriston need to start the same process for the 30 mph limit they are seeking through the village 
· A82:  DM to raise rupture in newly resurfaced road approximately 1 mile north of Allt-na-Criche leaking water with David Devine. 
· Torgoyle Bridge:  David Devine is going to undertake a review and report back to MD. 
· Box Junction:  The surgery needs to make an official request to David Devine for a box junction at the entrance to the medical centre.  CC to also submit a request. 
 
6.    Renewable Energy Projects 
 
Cloich Windfarm:  Application due in January. 
 
Glenshero:  Refused. 
 
Dell Windfarm:  THC still unsure of access route, whether it will be via the A9 or the A82. 
 
Fort Augustus Substation:  The next meeting will take place in February, date to be advised. 
 
7.    Planning & Licensing 
 
19/04746/FUL - Annex Loch Ness Youth Hostel, Glenmoriston, Inverness, IV63 7YD. Part change of use of lower floor to provide three en-suite bedrooms. 
The CC had no comment. 
 
19/04679/PNO - Land 1750M West of Bunloyne Farm, Glenmoriston.  Formation of private way. 
The CC had no comment. 
 
Bhlaraidh Windfarm has submitted a scoping application for a further 15 turbines at the site. 
 
8.    Correspondence 
 
Scottish Water monthly project update, delivery of the new Water Treatment Works has now been scheduled for January not December as previously advised. 
 
3 Glens Community Care to support social care in the surrounding communities and sheltered housing and are meeting on Thursday 3rd December.  
 
MD will be holding a Local Housing Surgery on Saturday 7th December from 12.00 to 2.00 p.m. in the Fort Augustus Service Point. 
 
DM has sourced Christmas trees for Fort Augustus and Invermoriston.  Community Company will pay for THC to put up the Christmas lights. 
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9.    AOB 
 
DM is organising a New Year Ceilidh on Friday 27th December in the Village Hall from 20.30 - 00.30, free entry. 
 
The next Recreation and Leisure Group meeting will take place on the 3rd December in the Village Hall from 5.00 - 6.00 p.m. 
 
MD to make enquiries about the delay to Forest and Land Scotland regarding the upgrade of local trails, bridges etc funded by SSE. 
 
The abandoned car in the field at Glenmoriston has been removed. 
 
Complaints have been received about cars parking on canal side next to Nessie which is causing traffic issues mainly caused by the lack of parking facilities for people staying at the Caledonian Canal Centre. 
 
Glenmoriston Stores will be closed from the 29th November until further notice. 
 
CC meetings in 2020: 
 
Wednesday 29th January - Memorial Hall, Fort Augustus 
Wednesday 26th February - Millennium Hall, Invermoriston 
Wednesday 25th March - Memorial Hall, Fort Augustus 
Wednesday 29th April - Millennium Hall, Invermoriston 
Wednesday 27th May   - Memorial Hall, Fort Augustus 
Wednesday 24th June - Millennium Hall, Invermoriston 
Wednesday 26th August - Memorial Hall, Fort Augustus 
Wednesday 30th September - Memorial Hall, Fort Augustus 
Wednesday 28th October - Millennium Hall, Invermoriston 
Wednesday 25th November - Memorial Hall, Fort Augustus 

The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 29th January 2020 in the Memorial Hall, Fort Augustus at 7.30 p.m. 
 
