

Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council

Thursday 27th February 2014 @ 7.30pm – Fort Augustus Memorial Hall 
Present: 

Stuart Findlay (Chair), Carol Pritchard (Vice-Chair), Deirdre MacKinnon (Secretary), Johnny MacDonald (Treasurer), Jennifer McArthur and Cllr Margaret Davidson
Apologies:
Iain MacKnocher (Vice-Chair) and Rachel Hayes
Minute Secretary: Emily-May Winstanley

To facilitate work commitments the police report was allowed first on the agenda.

 PC T.Hannah & PC A.Mathieson provided a report on activities for the previous month.
· Speeding and traffic issues
· Crime patrols, licence premises checks

· No thefts reported in the period

· Trunk roads policing unit carrying out patrols on the A82 

No questions or concerns raised by the community council.

Guest speaker;

SF welcomed Stewart Forsyth, Project Manager with Coriolis Energy Ltd, Dell Windfarm and Val Maciver from Platform PR representing the MWF extension.
Stewart Forsyth presented a final design layout which will be submitted for a planning application showing site access and number of turbines, reduced from 25 to14 from the initial exhibition Nov.12. 

SF stated this was the first time since the public exhibition 2012 that Coriolic have met with the CC on this project and in that time important decisions have been taken without consulting with the community. This is not acceptable.
Issues raised by the CC included the cumulative impact due to its closeness to Stonelairg if both get planning approval, visualisation from areas along Loch Ness, change of preferred site access (abnormal loads) from the A9 to the A82 with no consultation.

The reduced number of turbines has reduced the site from a possible 70+ MW to 42 MW

Removing the need of a S36 planning application thus raising the concern of future extensions. 

The CC requested a copy of the revised site layout, Stewart Forsyth agreed and would include copies of the visual impact areas.
There were no further questions from the CC or members of the public.

Val Maciver for the MWF confirmed that end of March or April as likely dates for submitting a planning application.

Question raised by the CC, is it an S36 application? And are the proposed ten turbines the same height as the existing turbines?

SF thanked both Stewart Forsyth and Val Maciver for the updates prior to them leaving the meeting.  
1. Minutes: 
   Approval of the minutes from Community Council meeting on 30th January 2014
   Proposed by – DM
   Seconded by – JDM
2. Matters Arising – 
CC Website updated and active.  
Public Transport issues – Cllr MD to contact head of transport.
Picnic benches: deferred
Canal side notice board: scheduled to be completed asap. 
Invermoriston car park pot holes filled
         Junction of Bunoich, Auchterawe road: gully blocked and water across the road.
Clean-up Old Church Road outside the village hall and at the road junction.            The disabled access on Canal side need road hatching repainted      
         Action Points from January meeting: 
Transport Scotland meeting 2nd Feb. SF&JDM reported on meeting.
South Loch Ness Transport meeting 7th Feb, A bus route trial to be carried out.

Scottish Fire service consultation, CC responded.

HC entertainments licence consultation, CC responded.

CC agenda updated and distributed.                                                                        


SF has contacted RES to arrange a date for a presentation.

SSE meeting 25th Feb on update on Stronelairg and Bhlaraidh projects.
3. Treasurers Report:
JDM reported a bank balance as at 30th January 2013 at £7289.85

Expenditure: £1148
4. Community Amenity Issues – 
JDM reported on repairs by BEAR on sunken manhole on Caley Brae also 

potholes at canal bridge.

Flooding is still an issue at the police station and Oakland B&B.
Transport Scotland, no response to issues raised at the meeting 2nd Feb.

Scottish Rural Parliament – CC registration acknowledged.                                          
Green Transport Strategy: Action CP to report back at next meeting.
5. Renewable Energy Projects – See Appendix attached- February update.
Eon has provided the latest layout – 18 turbines.

RES public exhibition Fort Augustus village hall 18thMarch  3.00 to 7.00pm      

6. Correspondence – 
Letter from Jim Campbell of SAC Consulting regarding Renewable Energy for Communities.
Letter from Scottish Government regarding “Reviews of Government Electoral Arrangements”
Letter from Crosscut Forestry regarding “Glendoe Estate, Bowldown Farms Ltd. Long-term Forrest Plan 2014-2034”

7. Planning 
	Type of Application


	Name
	Location/Development

	14/00481/PIP
	Mr. Ali Mcgilvary 
	Erection of house

Moriston House 
Glenmoriston

Inverness

IV63 7YH


	14/00443/PIP
	Mrs. L. Stewardson
Kilchurn

Fort Augustus
	Erection of house
(renewal of 08/00192/FULIN)

Land 70M South West of Kirra, Millfield

Fort Augustus




A concern regarding the sewage connection on the Moriston House application was raised. Action CP to look at application and report back.
8. AOCB – 
-Radon readings reported affecting Kilchuimen Academy and Primary schools.     CC will follow up with THC on action to reduce readings to a safe level.
-Fort Augustus Service Point proposed closure: Cllr MD gave update as to current position.  CC sent a letter objecting to the closures to the CEO at THC.
Following a discussion it was agreed to start a petition.

-Report from a member of public regarding sewage being discharged into the 
Inchnacardoch bay.
Action- JDM would investigate and visit the member of the public.

          – Several residents from Auchterawe area raised concerns regarding the noise 

         the Sub-station and general appearance of the site. 

         The group hand the CC 11copies of letters of complaint sent to SSE.  

SSE have arranged a public meeting for Monday 3rd March, in Fort Augustus Village Hall at 6.30pm

Following a discussion Cllr MD & the CC agreed to set up a Beauly/Denny line liaison group with SSE to address the issues raised.                                  
         – Village Hall Public Toilets closed at New Year. Cllr MD to raise with THC.
 – Fort Augustus Skate Park: member of public contacted CC and voiced 

         concerns about the park being slippery due to wet leaves

         – Invermoriston Car Park: member of public has complained about the noise 

 of the recycling bins.
Date of Next Meeting

Thursday 27th March 2014 – 7.30pm
Glenmoriston Memorial Hall
FORT AUGUSTUS & GLENMORISTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

RENEWABLE ENERGY PROJECTS UPDATE

FEBRUARY 2014
Report on the developments within 15km circumference of Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston

Glendoe Hydro scheme -  100MW operational  No changes

Millennium Windfarm    -  65MW  operational,  26 turbines                                                                                                                                                                                      
Millennium Windfarm 10 turbine extension – planning application submission now late March or April 2014.  We now have the final design showing the current 26 turbines and the position of the 10 turbine extension.  For discussion 27th Feb.

Beinneun windfarm       -  75 to 85MW, 25 turbines.  No updates                                               
Now awaiting grid connection, the proposed extension is now on indefinite hold.                                            

Bhlaraidh windfarm       -  108 MW planning granted, 32 turbines awaiting construction.    The CC to meet with SSE to discuss updates and next stages. 
Stronelairg windfarm     -  240MW  awaiting planning consent, 67 turbines. Discuss update.

Moriston windfarm        -  108MW  planning application submission May/June 2014,           Latest design now 18 turbines.   

Dell windfarm

   -  72MW update.                                                                                           Meeting with CC on 27th February 2014.  Stewart Forsyth project manager will provide details of the proposal prior to submitting planning application.                                                                                 

Coire Glas    - 300 to 600MW pumped storage system.  Planning consent granted.                                       No updates

Culachy project      25 turbine site   RES developer.                                                                                   Public exhibition on 18th March Fort Augustus village Hall.  Details to be advertised.               CC meeting being arranged prior to public exhibition.

Bhodaich project       -  5/6 MW.  SSE hydro scheme  Located near the existing Ceannacroc Hydro scheme.    No updates. 


                                                                            
CORRIEGARTH LIAISON GROUP

PUBLIC MEETING

THURSDAY 3RD APRIL 2014

STRATHERRICK HALL

7:45PM

Consultation evening on community needs during the road works at Loch Tarff.

All members of the community, whether directly or indirectly affected by the possible road closures at Loch Tarff are cordially invited to attend.
Highland Council TEC services, NB Power, Global SKM, R J McLeod will be in attendance

Appendix 









