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This edition of Ness News has an extra four pages because 
there were so many articles submitted and we hope that 
you enjoy reading it and apologise for those that may have 
been omitted due to lack of space. We had to change our 
email address slightly to nessnews-paper@outlook.com to 
overcome an online problem so if anybody wishes to  
submit news articles, announcements etc. please email 
them on Word, JPG or PDF files. The information and  
photographs in this Ness News have been obtained by  
authorised contributors.
The local community has been hit hard over the last two 
months with the passing of quite a few folk, the last being 
of Dougie MacEachen who had a great knowledge of the 
area, music, fishing and shinty. He shared many stories 

and memories on the Memories of the Great Glen Facebook page and in the first edition 
of the Ness News so I’ll share another one of these further down on this page.
The community seemed to like the Christmas Lights although they only came down a 
couple of weeks ago due to problems outwith our control.
There are major works going on in our communities over the next few months with SSE, 
Scottish Water and Scottish Canals which I will try and keep you updated with on the 
Community Council and Ness News Facebook pages.
I’d like to thank Maureen Ferguson for her articles about pipers from Fort Augustus, 
Doug Gilbert on his Nature Notes, George McBurnie on the Caledonian Canal and  
Dr Grant Humphries on his Antarctica trip and everybody else who contributed.

The Ness News can be picked up at the Great Glen Trading Centre, the Service Point and 
the Glenmoriston Stores. It can also be found on the Community Council website,  
www. fortaugustus-glenmoriston-cc.co.uk. 
We need your contributions including local news, events, poems, stories and  
photographs so please send them to nessnews-paper@outlook.com

Regards
Deirdre MacKinnon
Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council

Sometimes things just stay in your memories......this was a yarn I was told about.....
when Lochaber (then called Brae Lochaber) shinty team were playing. They had in their 
complement of spectators, one who was dedicated to showing his appreciation of his 
team scoring....this was accomplished by mixing in with the opposing team’s support 
and celebrating each and every goal scored with a blow on the bagpipes which he  
always carried to such games. This extremely audible sound didn’t go down too well 
with the opposing spectators so something had to be done about it...with the result that 
on the next meeting of the teams, seemingly a relative of mine decided that  
severe measures were desirable. As this relative liked to wear the kilt on special  
outings, a part of the attire was put to good use, namely the Sgean Dubh which was put 
to a most effective use by puncturing the “bag” until its sound wound down to wailing 
and hissing... a very effective measure I was told....However the resulting exchange  
between the “piper” and the “ bagpipe assassin” was not to be left unchallenged, with 
the result that even more entertainment was visible in the form of extreme activity  
adding further to the afternoon’s enjoyment ....
Dougie MacEachen (an excerpt from Memories of the Great Glen)

Editors 
Deirdre MacKinnon
Seonaid MacDonald

nessnews-paper@outlook.com
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Shaun Nicolson has played shinty for Lochaber 
Camanachd Club in Spean Bridge for many 
years and has been capped 14 times playing for  
Scotland. In October, Scotland played Ireland at 

Bught Park in Inverness and won 14-12.

14 Caps 
for Shaun

FALCK Renewables, owners of the Millennium Windfarm and one of the main  
Community benefit funders, held there 1st awards event last November. The awards 
covered the whole of Scotland where they have many sites.

For Best Community project, second prize went to Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston 
Community Company with the Cill Chuimein Medical Centre for demonstrating a  
forward-thinking approach to a devastating event that befell their community. The  
Community Company won £2K for this which will be used to furnish the resource room 
in the new Medical Centre and will be named in memory of the late Johnnie MacDonald.

Among a group of very meaningful submissions, Glengarry Community Woodlands  
received the Best Sustainable Energy Project Proposal award, with a prize of £5K to 
set up a Wood Fuel Social Enterprise; a venture which brings a local resource back into 
use, creates employment and helps manage local forests, thereby benefitting the whole 
community. The award was collected on behalf of Glengarry Community Woodlands by 
the Glengarry Trust (Millennium area) who encouraged the Glengarry Community  
Woodlands to apply for the award for their project and supported their application.

Within the Best Sustainable Energy Project Proposal award, FALCK decided to give a 
“Special Prize” to a project submitted by Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community 
Company in partnership with Kilchuimen Academy and Primary School, with a  
contribution of £1,500 to provide LED lightbulbs to the local community in order to  
increase awareness of energy conservation.

FALCK  
Renewables 
Awards 
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Organisers of Gaelic classes in Fort Augustus have been astounded by the take up from 
residents from as far afield as Glengarry and Glenmoriston. Thirty people turned up for 
the initial class, resulting in the need to split the group into two sessions. These meet 
at 5.30 and 7.30 on Tuesday evenings at Kilchuimen Academy in Fort Augustus, under 
the enthusiastic tutelage of Jane Brown and supported by her daughter Maire, both from 
Whitebridge.

The classes were the idea of Joanne Howe, who recently moved in to Glenmoriston and 
was keen to attend evening classes to learn languages, particularly Gaelic. This  
fortunately coincided with a public consultation by the Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston 
Community Company, at which residents were invited to put forward their ideas for the 
area. The Gaelic co-ordinator for Highland Council felt that the take up would be too 
small to make classes viable locally but she suggested testing out interest with a poster 
and approaching the Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Company for  
financial support if there was any interest. Six people responded to the poster so 
Joanne’s mother, Lynne West, prepared a bid to the Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston 
Community Company. They have resources from endowments from S.S.E. and Falck  
Renewables to support small grants for community benefit.

The Community Company kindly agreed to pay the costs of a tutor’s time and travel for 
9 sessions of Beginners Gaelic, anticipating that maybe up to 10 people might be  
interested. To everyone’s amazement and delight, 30 people were counted in. The  
Highland Council has now stepped in to support the second class. The classes are free, 
with participants making a small voluntary donation to the School’s fund, to thank them 
and their helpful caretaker for providing comfortable accommodation for the classes.

So, what next? Individuals who think they have ideas for providing leisure activities in 
the area, are encouraged to consider applying to the Community Company for support. 
There is already talk of Mandarin!!

Interest in Gaelic  
rekindles in  

Fort Augustus area
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“The doubters, the grumblers, the prophets and the sneerers, were all put to silence” – 
Inverness Courier, October 1822

The Caledonian Canal, Scotland’s longest inland waterway, is an utterly audacious feat 
of engineering. Running from Fort William in the west to Inverness in the east, the canal 
carves through an extraordinary range of terrain, from fen to forest and marshland to 
mountains, as it follows the course of the Great Glen – the rift valley that provides the 
waterway with much of its breathtaking mountain scenery.

On paper, the proposal was madness - hewing 
a course through the heart of the Highlands, 
taking in the mighty sea lochs of Oich, Lochy 
and Ness and some of the most mountainous 
terrain in the country, to create the longest 
inland waterway ever built in Britain. It was a 
mammoth undertaking, considered by many to 
be beyond the skills of even the renowned civil 
engineer Thomas Telford. 

However, with mass unemployment following the Highland Clearances and thousands of 
disillusioned, desolate clansmen leaving Scotland each year to seek employment each 
year, an epic engineering project – bringing jobs, income and vibrancy, and creating a 
new route for trade – was seen as a panacea for the ails of the region. 
In 1803, Parliament passed an act commissioning Telford to take on the project and, 
with a seven year work plan and a £474,000 budget (the equivalent of around £15  
million today), he set to his monumental task. 

 The canal’s workforce of around 1,500  
 Highlanders, rugged men renowned as much for  
 their love of whisky as their work ethic, carved  
 the colossal locks and channels of the waterway   
 by hand. Averaging 52 metres long and 10  
 metres deep, the locks were the largest ever  
 constructed – vast chambers designed to hold   
 the vessels of the coastal fishing fleet and British  
 Navy, at the time still engaged in the Napoleonic  
 Wars.

More than 300,000 tonnes of earth and stone was hewn from the heart of the Great 
Glen to construct the canal’s 29 locks – enough to cover a full-sized football pitch with a 
pile of rubble 25 metres high. However, from the moment the first shovel met the hard, 
unyielding earth of the Highlands, it was clear that the project’s doubters, detractors 
and naysayers may have had a point… 

In 1822, 12 years over schedule and at a cost of more than £900,000 (almost  
double the original budget and the equivalent of £29 million today), the Caledonian  
Canal opened to navigation. Despite the turbulent tale of its construction, the canal 
transformed the Great Glen from an increasingly isolated yet epic landscape to a key 
driver in the Highlands economy.

Safeguarding the future of 
the Caledonian Canal
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Today, the canal is used in ways Telford could never have imagined. Hundreds of  
thousands of visitors flock to the canal’s towpaths and water each year to follow in the 
footsteps of the Gods at Neptune’s Staircase, the longest lock flight in Scotland; sail 
through the shadow of Ben Nevis, the tallest mountain in the UK; or go monster hunting 
on the waters of iconic Loch Ness. 

The Caledonian Canal is a unique example of Scotland’s industrial heritage, an  
economically-vital vital tourism destination, and a tribute to the transformational power 
of civil engineering – and Scottish Canals is committed to ensuring the Caley continues 
to deliver benefits to the communities on its banks for the next 200 years. 
Our Asset Management Strategy sets out our plans for managing our investment  
between 2018 and 2030, directing our limited resources to where they’re needed most. 
In line with that strategy, we’re currently replacing the colossal lock gates of the canal at 
Kytra and in Fort Augustus. 

We’ve drained down the canal to enable our engineers to access the locks;  
temporarily rehomed the fish that call the Caley home; and recently removed the  
colossal lock gates of both the Fort Augustus and Kytra flights. It’s a huge project in 
every sense of the word – but it’s a vitally important one. The new gates will be installed 
soon and will safeguard the future of the Caledonian Canal, ensuring it continues to 
safely provide benefits for the communities on its banks for many years to come.  

This is phase 1 of a two phase lock gate replacement programme. We will return to both 
Fort Augustus and Cullochy locks this winter coming 2019/20 and replace 5 sets of gates 
at Fort Augustus and 2 sets of gates at Cullochy. This will secure and provide safe  
functioning of the middle district lock gates of the Caledoinan Canal.

We fully appreciate that these works have been disruptive and we’re incredible  
grateful for the local community’s patience and understanding. We’re hoping to get 
everyone along to an open day in early March to see the works first-hand – and meet 
our passionate engineering, heritage and environment teams who deliver them. We’ll 
be in touch to invite you soon – as well as to get your input into the wider masterplan 
for the area, which will help to take forward some of the ambitions of your Community 
Action Plan and help to inform our Phase 2 engineering programme. Please watch this 
space. 
In the meantime, keep an eye on our website and social media channels for updates on 
the project - or just pop into the Caledonian Canal Centre. 

We might be its custodians, but the Caledonian Canal belongs to the communities on 
its banks; we’re committed to working with you to make sure it continues to thrive and 
delivers lasting benefits locally for generations to come.

Photos by GEORGE MCBURNIE/SCOTTISH CANALS
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For the last 4 years, I have been fortunate 
to be part of an important program working 
in one of the most remote, pristine and wild 
places in the world; Antarctica. I started my 
work with penguins as part of a post-doctoral 
fellowship program based out of Stony Brook 
University in New York. I quickly fell in love 
with them, as most do, and I have now been 
heavily involved with the effort to count the 
three main species (Adélie, gentoo and  
chinstrap) that breed on the Antarctic  
peninsula. We count these birds here because 
Antarctica is the perfect scientific experiment 
to test the impacts of anthropogenic climate 
change. Direct human impacts are so  
minimal in Antarctica; therefore, we can 
mostly assume that changes that occur in 
penguin populations are driven by changes in 
ocean ecosystems. This means that penguins truly represent the ‘canaries in the  
coal-mine’ for climate change, and can give us indications as to what’s happening, not 
only in the Southern Ocean, but in the rest of the world.

Counting Penguins  
in Antarctica

 In January of this year, myself and my colleague,  
 Ron Naveen (the founder of Oceanites –  
 www.oceanites.org ; which is the organisation that    
 sends me to Antarctica every year) and a film crew   
 from PBS Newshour (who were there to film our  
 story as well as three other on climate change, 
 Antarctic field stations and Antarctic tourism) travelled   
 to Ushuaia, Argentina where we boarded the RCGS  
 Resolute, a ship operated by One Ocean Expeditions  
 (a Canadian based tour-operator). We embarked on  
 13-day cruise to Antarctica to count a number of  

colonies, with the goal of crossing the Antarctic circle into Marguerite Bay (a place very 
rarely visited by tour vessels due to masses of year-round sea-ice). On our trip, we 
faced 9m swell as we crossed the Drake passage, horizontal snow-storms, and the  
pungent odour emanating from these penguin colonies. However, we managed to land 
on two sites, of which, had only ever been counted twice in history, and one particular 
site that had only ever been visited by approximately 10 other people since Antarctic 
exploration began.

One notable colony had experienced an entire collapse (no chicks), because of increased 
snow-fall which is related to the fact that the Antarctic peninsula has warmed by 9°C on 
average. Upon returning, I was left to ponder the fact that the things we do, even up 
here in our remote corner of Scotland, however small, can have vast reaching  
consequences for the pristine parts of the planet.

Dr. Grant Humphries

Black Bawks Data Science Ltd.
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Blast From The Past
Building Works at  
Fort Augustus  
Abbey 1956
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Fort Augustus Pipers
James Campbell’s parents were William and Elizabeth (Irvine) Campbell, Campbell’s 
Tearoom Station Road, Fort Augustus.  James, a native of Glen Cannich, Strathglass was 
in the Blackwatch Regt.  when he enlisted in 1872 at the age of 17 yrs.  He was a piper 
to the 42nd Royal Highlanders from 1873 - 74 and took part in the campaign in Ashanti 
Gold Coast.  He became the piper to Davidson of Tillich in 1881, then joined the Royal 
Household and promoted to 2nd piper to Queen Victoria from 1883 to1891 and  
promoted to 1st piper to Queen Victoria.  She presented him with a set of silver  
mounted bagpipes when he retired on a pension in Nov 1910 and he lived in Victoria 
Cottage, Fort Augustus till his death in 1930.
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News received at the weekend that Sergt John MacLellan, eldest son of Mr and  
Mrs William MacLellan, Abbey Square has been promoted to Pipe Major of the Battalion 
of the Seaforth Highlanders. This honour has come to Pipe-Major MacLellan (who will 
not attain his 20th birthday until July) makes him what is believed to be the youngest  
soldier of the Regular Army to hold the position in the British Isles.  At the age of 
eight, he made his first public appearance with a tiny set of chamber pipes at a ceilidh 
heilbronn by the Fort Augustus branch of An Comunn Gaidhealach.  Major MacLellan  
received the MBE in 1963 and he died in Edinburgh on 26th April 1991.

1936
Britain’s youngest Pipe Major hails from  

Fort Augustus.

Iain MacColl has been involved with the Screen Machine, which is owned by  
not-for-profit company Regional Screen Scotland, since it was started in 1998.

The cinema is the UK’s only full-time, self-contained mobile film venue and tours the 
Highlands and Islands,

Mr MacColl’s work with the Screen Machine earned him the For The Love of Film award.

He won it jointly with Dan Ellis, the founder and managing director of Jam Jar Cinema in 
Whitley Bay, Newcastle.
.
As well as taking the Screen Machine to small communities across the Highlands and 
Islands, Mr MacColl has taken the cinema to Bosnia twice to entertain British troops  
deployed to former Yugoslavia.

He said: “It is amazing to see the work of the Screen Machine being recognised by  
Bafta, and all the hard work that not just myself, but everyone at Screen Machine has 
put in over the last 21 years.”

Robert Livingston, director of Regional Screen Scotland, said: “It’s no exaggeration to 
say that, without his dedication, this lifeline service wouldn’t exist today.”

Andrew Orr, of the Bafta film committee, said Mr MacColl had stood out due to his long 
service and the wide-reaching impact of Screen Machine. 

Article and photo by the BBC News

BAFTA for Screen Machine
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I wanted to start an  
outdoor adventure  
company and found the 
perfect location at  
Fort Augustus Abbey which 
had a Visitors Centre and 
exhibition in it and where  
monks were still in  
residence. So with a  
fantastic location on the 
banks of Loch Ness, the 
name was so obvious and 
Monster Activities was born.

After a great first season, 
the Abbey  
unfortunately closed down 
and it was time to find a 
new location. With great 
luck, a company I used to 
run was looking to rent out 
their centre so Monster  
Activities moved to  
Loch Oich.

After many great years 
there and many  
fantastic adventures, I  
decided to downsize and 
become a sole trader. As 
luck had would have it,  
Fort Augustus Abbey had 
now become the Highland 
Club and an even better  
location to run activities 

Monster Activities 
from so the Monster  
returned to Loch Ness.

In the grounds of the  
Highland Club, we run 
Archery, Tomahawk and 
Knife-throwing and it’s a 
wonderful site to run our 
mini Highland Games and 
abseiling. Close by, we have 
a fantastic site for Clay  
Pigeon Shooting with a 
stunning view looking up 
the Glen. We also have 
great water sport locations 
on the canal, local rivers 
and of course, Loch Ness 
for kayaking, canoeing and 
rafting.

So what’s new? We are 
hoping to offer sailing this 
year on our 27 foot  
Van Der Stat seahorse 
called the Caley Kelpie. The 
plan is to be able to take 
people out sailing on the 
loch for the day and going 
through the canal system.

So if you fancy getting out 
there, just give Monster 
a call on 07710540398 or 
check out our website  
www.monsteractivities.com
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Announcements

Fraser and Barbora 
McInnes welcomed their 
son, Jonas on the 16th of 
November 2018 weighing 
7lb 9oz.

Daniel Sandham and Claire 
Johnston got engaged on 
the 22nd of January.

Engagements

Births 

Lachie and Katie McInnes 
welcomed their daughter, 
Elodie on the 5th of January 
2019 weighing 5lb 14oz.

Cheryl Kennedy and Jehan 
Danti were married on the 
30th of November 2018 at 
Bishopton, Glasgow.

Marriages

Douglas MacEachen passed 
away on the 7th February 
2019 aged 77. Long time 
Security at Fort Augustus 
Abbey. Dearly loved  
husband of 55 years to 
Peggy, much loved father of 
Elizabeth and Alistair, loving 
father-in-law of Wilma,  
loving grandad of Lisa, 
Alistair and George,  
devoted great-grandad of 
Aiden and Kayla.Deaths

Cicely Lorna Walker passed 
away quietly and  
comfortably at home on 
Tuesday 4th December 
2018. She was attended 
by MacMillan nurses and 
the Care at Home Service. 
Lorna was a very friendly, 
cheerful and stoic lady who 
was happy and content in 
life. Many may recall her 
passion for shopping, fresh 
flowers and sharing tea and 
cake. She will be missed 
by her family and many 
friends.

Elizabeth Douglas MacLean 
nee MacLeod, ‘Betty’ passed 
away on the 18th January 
2019 aged 87 years.  
Beloved wife of the late 
Donald, much loved mum of 
Sandra, Catherine and the 
late Donald, dear  
mother-in-law of Mark 
and Iain, devoted granny, 
great-granny and a good 
friend to many.
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Irene Matilda Sidley  
beloved wife of Colin, much 
loved mother of Jane,  
Colin and Jill and a devoted 
grandmother passed away Dr. Margaret Teggin Passed 

away on the 14th of  
December 2018. After her 
training as a  
professional musician  
(including a scholarship for 
postgraduate studies) at 
the London Opera Centre 
London, she worked for the 
Royal Opera House Covent 
Garden, with internationally 
known artists such as  
Salvadore Dali, Benjamin 
Britten and Sir Georg Solti, 
and later became a  
member of the  
Educational Advisory 
Council at the R.O.H. Over 
a period of two decades she 
also put many  
amateur opera productions 
on stage. Later she became 
a teacher in Primary and 
Secondary Schools and 
then a University lecturer. 
She researched her Ph.D., 
(“Sounds of Power“) -  
investigating aspects of 
power hidden in the  
development of  
professional judgement 
in musical performance. 
For the last 19 years her 
spiritual path has led her to 
countries all over the world.

In July 2018, myself, Nick, Tim and Callum moved to 
Dundreggan Estate to commence a Heritage Lottery  
funded training programme with Trees for Life. The ‘Skills 
For Rewilding’ programme is providing 15 individuals with 
training opportunities, taking on 5 trainees per year, over 
3 years.
Of the four of us based at Dundreggan, we have all 
sought the place on the programme as a career change, 
with a wish to move into a career involving rural skills. We 
have come from different parts of the UK and very  
different career backgrounds, ranging from a  
painter/decorator to hospitality and community nursing.
Over the last seven months, we have been mentored by 
staff within Trees for Life in Horticulture, Deer and  
Estate Management and Community Engagement. The 
programme is providing us with accredited qualifications 
in these subjects to support going forward with our  
careers.
So far in our time here, we have been able to explore the 
local area, and get involved in some of the community 
groups. The opportunity to live in such a beautiful place, 
while gaining skills and qualifications that should hopefully 
set us up to continue working in rural areas, is a unique 
and exciting one. It has given us the chance to live and 
work in a part of Scotland that we may not otherwise 
have managed to, and to experience life in a rural  
Highland community. All four of us are in agreement that 
we love living in such a beautiful part of Scotland, and 
enjoying our time to explore.
 
Rhona Duncan, Community Engagement Trainee,  
Trees for Life

on 15th December 2018. 
Whilst living in  
Fort Augustus, Irene 
worked at the Woollen Mill, 
Carnoch Nursing Home 
(which is now Loch Ness 
Guest House), MacAskill’s 
shop (which is now the  
Canal Centre) and latterly 
ran Richmond Hotel with  
Colin. She was a great  
knitter and made costumes 
for the Abbey plays and 
ballet shows that were held 
at the school. She loved 
gardening and her  
garden had a train track 
that was featured in a  
Britain in Bloom video.

Trees For Life
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Kilchuimen - Academy,  
Primary & Nursery

Save The Date: The Golden Gala Day Fete to  
celebrate our 50th anniversary, looking back at fifty years 
of education in Fort Augustus and looking forward to fifty 
more. This event will be held on the Saturday 25th May 
from 12pm-4pm.

Everyone with an interest in our school, past and present, 
is cordially invited and we are hoping that a wide range of 
businesses and events will be running stalls and  
activities on the day. We will be filling up our time capsule 
and offering tours of the school as well as refreshments 
and a grand raffle.

Local History: As 
part of their Local  
History topic P1/2 were 
lucky enough to be offered 
a tour of the inside of the 
Abbey.

They got to see the bell 
which they looked under to 
see if it still had its clapper, 
and the children discovered 
that if they all tapped the 
bell it sounded as if they 
were ringing it!

They looked at the  
miniature models of  
Fort Augustus when it was 
a Fort where soldiers lived. 
Then they looked at the 
model of it now, seeing how 
much had changed and 
seeing that one part was 
still the same.

If you would like to support 
the school in any way on 
that day please contact the 
school office 01320 366296 
and we will get back in 
touch with you.
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Imbolc, the traditional start of spring – also known as St Bride’s Day – passed at the 
beginning of February, so we are now in the first throws of Spring, not that you’d know 
given the arrival of all this snow and cold weather. However, there are signs already of 
an awakening world. We all look for snowdrops and primroses as the first flowers, but 
the hazel tree beats them all. The unfurling yellow male catkins are now in full swing 
and the tiny red female flowers are also out. These will be pollinated by small flies and 
beetles to begin the process of developing the hazelnut crop for the coming year. One 
of the most colourful scenes at this time of year is at your local peat bog, with mosses 
and lichens of various species often making a beautiful display, as colourful as any in at 
the height of summer. It’s also the time of year to go for a wild walk off-piste in a birch 
wood. The bracken is at its lowest ebb just now making it a pleasure to walk unhindered 
under the trees, exploring places that are inaccessible once the bracken gets going in 
May.

An early songster is the mistle thrush, a larger, greyer cousin of the more familiar  
garden song thrush. It has another name of “storm cock” from its habit of singing from 
the top of tall trees in stormy weather. Listen out for its repeated clear whistling song 
in February and March. You will probably also start to notice dunnocks and chaffinches 
singing in the garden as well. At Dundreggan we’ve also been treated to the drumming 
display of great spotted woodpeckers already. In fact, he has been using the metal brace 
of a telephone pole to create a fantastic racket. I bet the girls are all paying attention! 
And this is a good time of year to listen out for tawny owls in the first couple of hours of 
darkness.

Most people wouldn’t associate this time of year with any insect activity (thankfully the 
midges are fast asleep), but some moths over-winter as adults and when conditions are 
mild, they will fly at night. The aptly named winter moth and November moth are two 
common ones. Into March, if you are walking on a bright afternoon in a birchwood, you 
might see fast flying orange underwing moths flitting about the tree tops. Look out also 
for little groups of winter gnats flying low to the ground on mild afternoons. Often  
confused with the dreaded midge, they are true flies with one set of wings rather than 
the usual two but they generally feed on mushrooms and toadstool fruiting bodies or 
other rotting vegetation – they won’t bite! At this time of year, they gather together in 
groups presumably for mating purposes.

Looking ahead towards March and April, one of the wildlife highlights of the year is 
the black grouse lekking season. A lek is a display ground where male grouse come to 
show off their smart black and white plumage to the girls in the hope of attracting a 
mate. Each year the males gather at traditional sites at dawn to strut, fan their tails and 
generally dance about while making an un-earthly coo-ing sound interrupted by fits of 
hissing. The females sit quietly nearby waiting to see who attracts the eye. It really is 
quite an experience. By April-time, the spring migration of birds will be in full swing…but 
that’s for another time!

Happy wildlife watching.

Doug Gilbert
Operations Manager, Dundreggan Conservation Estate.

Nature Notes
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Latest News 

Medical Centre
The new medical centre is almost ready!! 
We will be holding a Community open day 
to let folk have a look around. Please look 
out for a date that we will advertise as 
soon as we get the date for the handover. 
It is looking amazing and we look forward 
to the day when the Doctors and their 
staff can move in.

 

Community Action Plan
The follow up meetings for those that put 
their name forward for the different  
areas of interest are well underway. It’s 
not too late to get involved, please use 
the contact details if you would like to 
get involved in any of the action groups. 
Great to see some individuals also take 
forward some ideas and get them  
started. 
 
Old Convent Wood
Funding applications are currently being 
submitted for the housing at the Old  
Convent Land. We will update you when 
we know more.

Christmas lights
We hope you all enjoyed the new  

Christmas lights in Fort Augustus and 
Invermoriston. It was a race against time 
to get them up but know we have a  
situation where they are still up!!!  
Highland Council has apologised for the  
delay but due to a sudden bereavement 
and staff shortages in the lighting  
section, they have not been able to take 
them down yet. We hope this will happen 
soon.

Chief Executive Officer
The Community Company has been  
expanding for some time and to alleviate 
pressure on the unpaid Directors, we have 
advertised for a CEO. Applications have 
been received and the interviews will take 
place shortly. 

Grant Applications
The closing date for grant applications for 
the Mar 19 meeting has just passed but 
the next closing date is 17th May for the 
grant meeting in June 19. There has been 
some great activity from groups that have 
had help with setting up & funding from 
the Community Company. If you have an 
idea for a current group or want to start 
something new, please get in touch.

Minutes
Minutes of the board meetings are  
available on our website at  
www.communitycompany.co.uk  but as 
we are a company, our minutes are not 
available until they have been approved at 
following meeting  so can take one to two 
months before they are published. 

Contact
For information or help on any of the 
above, help with applying for grants or any 
other query, please contact our  
Administrator, Sharon Ferguson on one 
of the following ~ Tel - 01320 366800                                    
Email – contact@communitycompany.co.uk
Website – www.communitycompany.co.uk

Sustainability at the core
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Fort Augustus & 
Glenmoriston  

Community Council

Draft Minutes of the Fort 
Augustus and Glenmoriston 
Community Council Meeting 
held at the Memorial Hall, 
Fort Augustus at 7.30 p.m. 
on Wednesday 30th  
January 2019.

Members Present:
Deirdre MacKinnon - Chair 
(DM)
Iain MacKnocher - Vice-
Chair (IM)
Helen Clay - Secretary & 
Treasurer (HC)
Stuart Findlay (SF)
Jeff Dymond (JD)
Mike Anderson (MA)

Apologies:
Carol Pritchard (CP)
Rachel Hayes (RH)
Margaret Davidson - 
Councillor (MD)

Note taker: Samantha 
Cornelius

Presentations:
ETAPE presented  
information about the cycle 
event taking place on  
Sunday 28th April 2019.  
This will be the events 6th 
year with 5,600 entrants.  
Overall there has been a 
decrease of participants 
from within Scotland but an  
increase from England, 
Wales and outside the UK.  
There will be a 
leaflet drop to 31,500 
homes along the route with 
relevant information in 

early April.  Road signs 
advising of the closures will 
be in place 10 - 12 days 
before race day.  There is 
an event website which also 
provides information on 
road closures and contact 
details for people needing 
to use essential transport 
during the day. MacMillan 
Cancer Support remains the 
event charity which aims 
to raise a further £280,000 
this year.  Many riders 
also raise money for their 
own charities.  The CC will 
benefit from a donation of 
£1,000.  Any local groups 
wishing to obtain a 
donation, by assisting at 
feed stations and/or 
marshalling, can contact 
organisers for more i
nformation.

SSE representative 
Archie Munro (Lead Project 
Manager at Fort Augustus 
Sub-station) gave details of 
an offer to the 
community about the 
installation of an 
information pod.  The pod 
would display 
predetermined information 
and is not interactive.  The 
would be a 60/40 split on 
screen time, so SSE would 
use 60% of the time to 
show information 
surrounding the extensions 
to the sub-station 
including but limited to 
progress updates, traffic 
movements, safety issues 
etc.  The community could 
then utilise the other 40% 

to display any information 
it wishes, upcoming events, 
Ness News, CC minutes 
etc with information being 
updated remotely.  The pod 
could be sited either 
internally or externally 
within the village.  SSE 
would pay for the 
installation and rental costs 
for the unit for the term 
of the programme at the 
sub-station, although a 
trial period of six months to 
determine effectiveness for 
both parties was suggested.  
Suggestions for the location 
of the pod, if acceptable to 
the CC, would be discussed 
at a later date.

1.    Previous Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting 
on Wednesday 30th 
November 2018 were 
agreed to be an accurate 
and true reflection.  
Proposed by SF and 
seconded by HC.

2.    Matters Arising

Car Park:  No update.

3.    Police Report

There have been 19 
incidents reported to Police 
since 29 Dec 18.

One non-injury road traffic 
collision, seven speeding 
offences, one road traffic 
offence, one call about the 
manner of driving of 
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vehicles.

Two reports of a disorder 
offence, one report of a 
neighbour dispute.

There was also one report 
of vandalism.

Police provided 
advice/assistance to  
members of the public for 
all other incidents.

4.    Treasurer’s Report

The balance this month is 
£3,191.79.

5.    Community Amenity 
Issues

Dalchreichart Cemetery:  
No update.

A82:  Dropped kerb by the 
Doctors’ surgery (BEAR) 
and white lining throughout 
the village remains 
outstanding.  Pot holes at 
the Fire Station entrance 
still outstanding, also pot 
holes at Canalside from 
the road to the Memorial 
Hall, on the A82 outside the 
current Surgery to the car 
park.

Torgoyle Bridge:  Works to 
commence Monday 18/19th 
February the road will be 
closed from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. each day.  Emergency 
services and scheduled bus 
services will be 
accommodated during the 
works.  Local access will be 
maintained to the 
properties and 
businesses either side of 
Torgoyle Bridge, however 
road users will not be able 
to travel over the structure 
during working hours.  Out 

with working hours the 
bridge will be reopened to 
all traffic with a 30 m.p.h. 
speed limit.

Invermoriston Cemetery:  
No update.

Christmas Lights:  Still 
waiting for the Christmas 
lights to be turned off at 
Canalside, A82 and the 
Lovat.

Village Re-instatement:  
SSE advised will address 
when the snow goes.  
There is an ongoing 
issue to get the matter fully 
resolved as the current 
earthworks have resulted in 
slopes.  Letters have been 
sent to residents regarding 
the pavement and crossing 
works on the Fort William 
road.

6.    Renewable Energy 
Projects

Stronelairg Windfarm:  Not 
yet finalised the agreement 
with SSE about the 
community benefit but 
monies have been paid to 
the Community Company 
amounting to two years up 
front.

Glenshero:  An e-mail has 
been received from Graham 
Kerr who wishes to attend a 
CC meeting to advise about 
mitigation as there is no 
community benefit from the 
scheme.  An invitation will 
be given to the next 
meeting.

Beinneun Windfarm:  A lot 
of applications have been 
received (over 120) from 
those residences within 
the catchment area for the 

electricity grant.  The CC 
have submitted an 
application for a grant 
to cover the issue of the 
Ness News for the year, if 
successful it will account 
for 90% of the costs and 
should be determined 
within the next few weeks.  
Two volunteers from the 
community to join the 
Board are still required.

Millennium Windfarm:  No 
update.

Dell Windfarm:  SF 
responded to the 
Reporter from the Scottish 
Office.  After consideration 
of the additional 
information provided the 
CC does not believe the 
information significantly 
impact the reasons for 
objection and that therefore 
it will continue to oppose 
the application on the 
following: cumulative 
landscape impact; 
cumulative visual impact 
and cumulative traffic 
impact.

Auchterawe Substation:  
The last meeting discussed 
the continuing works by 
SSE in preparation for the 
planning requirements 
ready for commencement 
of the project at the end 
of March.  Discussion was 
had on the upgrade of the 
Auchterawe road together 
with new lay-bys and 
extensions to current 
lay-bys.  The next 
scheduled meeting will take 
place at The Lovat on 13th 
March 2019 at 7.00p.m.

CC advised of latest 
information from SSE 
surrounding the intended 
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road closures to undertake 
such work which had not 
been raised at the last CLG 
meeting.  CC to ask SSE to 
hold a further meeting as 
soon as possible to discuss 
the issue fully.  

7.    Planning & Licensing

a. 19/00134/FUL - 
Erection of a house.  1 
Glendale Park, 
Invermoriston, Inverness, 
IV63 7AB.

b. 18/05534/s42 - 
Removal of conditions 
relating to holiday 
accommodation.  Bramble 
Lodge, Millfield, 
Fort Augustus, PH32 4BY.

c. 18/04080/FUL - 
Formation of forest access.  
Culachy Wood, 
Fort Augustus.  Granted but 
with numerous conditions.

A query was made in 
regard to the consultation 
that was reported to have 
occurred between BEAR 
and local
businesses/residents about 
the closure of the swing 
bridge from 28 January as 
not all residents were 
advised.  CC to make 
enquiries.

8.    Correspondence

John Owen raised concerns 
over the development of 
the woodland play area and 
the flora and fauna therein. 
 

Public drop in event 
about Community Care 
for Fort Augustus,  
Glenmoriston and  
Glengarry at the  
Telford Centre on  
Thursday 28th
February from 4 - 6 p.m.

There will be presentations 
and the opportunity to 
view plans on the proposed 
developments around the 
Telford Centre, the future 
of social care services and 
Highland Hospice work in 
partnership with the 
community.  
Representatives will 
attend from THC, 
Community Council, 
Highland Hospice, Boleskine 
Community Care and NHS 
Highland
Scottish Water provided 
an update for the CC on 
progress of the Loch Ness 
Water Project and will do so 
every three months.

Concern was raised over an 
article in the Stratherrick & 
Foyers CC newsletter 
regarding the plan by THC 
to upgrade the Suidhe 
Viewpoint.  CC to confirm 
their support to Stratherrick 
CC in their objections.

BEAR Scotland are to 
undertake rock  
stabilising along the A82 
between Drumnadrochit 
and Lochend from the 4th 
February for ten weeks.

9.    AOB

SF and DM to contact 
Scottish Water about the 
lack of public consultation 
surrounding the waters at 
Kytra Lock and the 
closures/disruptions to the 

Great Glen Way without any 
prior notice.

Members of the 
community can obtain a 
voucher to enable them 
to a 20% discount at the 
Canal Centre from Scottish 
Canals. 

Drainage on the A82 
remains an issue at 
Shorelands and past  
Allt na Criche towards 
Invermoriston.

HC to contact Helena Huws 
as the advertising banner 
outside Kiltane is still there.

The dog waste bin in 
Abertarff Place has been 
replaced but is in a new 
site, DM to enquire as to 
why and whether it can 
be returned to the original 
site.

The next meeting will take 
place on Wednesday 27th 
February 2019 at the 
Millennium Hall,  
Invermoriston at 7.30 p.m
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Auchterawe Community 
Liaison Group

Note of Meeting
Auchterawe Community 
Liaison Group
Wednesday 16 January 
2019
The Lovat Hotel,  
Fort Augustus 1900-2100
Attendees:
Lorraine Doolan Resident
Clare Chapman (CC)  
Resident
Sam Cornelius (SC)  
Resident
Carol Pritchard Community 
Council
Archie Munro (AM) Scottish 
and Southern Electricity 
Networks
Johannes Smit (JS) Scottish 
and Southern Electricity 
Networks
Lisa Marchi-Grey (LMG) 
Scottish and Southern  
Electricity Networks
Jeff Dymond (JD) Chair 
(Community Council)
Bill Robertson (BR) SSEN
Billy Brown (BB) Amey
Note and Actions:
Action
September’s minutes by 
Sam Cornelius and  
seconded by Lorraine  
Doolan Note only
GDPR and confirming that 
participants agree to SSEN 
recording their
details and contacting them 
in the future.
Note only
3 Matters arising from  
minutes
None
4 Safety Moment
Change in temperature, 
potential for snow, making 
sure we all had the
correct equipment in our 
cars to deal with sudden 
changes in the

weather.
Note only
5 Active projects Update
AM provided an update on 
the Locharber projects, this 
was our first
meeting no longer using 
paper handouts everything 
was shared on a
projector.
JS gave an overview of the 
Fort Augustus substation 
development and
talked about the program 
and the PRI works to start 
shortly. Details at
this stage are still to be 
agreed HC roads  
department.
Key exceptions were: N/A
Note only
Note only
6 Community Queries for 
SSEN
JS updated the community 
on the progress regarding 
the installation of
flashing speed signs. JS has 
been in discussion with the 
Highland Council
about agreeing a location 
but felt confident they 
would be in place by the
end of March 2019.
CC asked if the passing 
places were to be extended 
and if any trees would
have to be removed. JS 
shared a drawing with the 
CLG and showed the
area where the passing 
places would be extended 
and agreed he would
need to investigate the  
possibility of any trees  
being removed and revert
to the community.
SC asked about the  
possibility for ducts to be 
laid when the PIR works

were being carried out to 
enable a faster broadband 
connection later.
AM agreed this could be 
done from the substation 
gate – TBA point.
It was noted that Scottish 
Woodland were still cutting 
at 19.45 JS said he
would speak to them and 
reiterate that working hours 
are 07.00 to 19.00
10 Forestry Enterprise
KB raised concerns about 
the damage to access 
tracks via BR – there is a
program in place to repair 
these.
12 AOB
SC Shared a video and 
recording of rock pecking 
being carried out on a
Sunday. JS apologised as 
this should not be  
happening and is to  
investigate why.
AM explained that Paul 
Kilgallon would be based on 
site all week and will
have a clear overview of 
what was is happening on 
site.
Paul’s contact details are to 
be shared with the CLG
Working hours for  
redevelopment of sub  
station are:
07:00 – 19:00 Monday – 
Friday
07:00 – 13:00 Saturday
No Sunday working if at all 
possible and unless agreed 
with THC in
advance or due to a fault/
emergency.
2019 Meetings – Going 
forward it was decided that 
meetings would take
place bi-monthly.
JS
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Puzzle
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- Walking group meet at Church of Scotland Hall at 10 am. Take flask of  
 coffee and packed lunch. (unless we have arranged to go to a local café or  
 for soup etc.) Usual walk 4 to 6 miles – we are told in advance, by email, if  
 walk likely to have steep sections or if longer. 
- Senior citizens meet for 12.30 lunch at the Lock Inn £5  
  (phone Jenny 366438 to arrange)
- Energize - Kilchuimen School Hall - 7.15 pm

- 1st Tuesday of month Ladies Group meet 2.40-4 pm in Church Hall  
  (from Sept)
- Yoga – Glenmoriston Millennium Hall – 10 am

- Shopping bus to Fort William 9 am, leaves main car park but picks up on   
  way. Look for notice of day & date. Usually during last week of month £3.  
  Phone Judy 366304 to get a seat. Plus there are other outings arranged  
  throughout the year.

- Carpet Bowls in Village Hall 2-4 pm (summer outdoor at Caledonian Hotel) 
- Energize – Glenmoriston Millennium Hall – 7.15 pm
- Ecumenical Choir meet in Church Hall 7.30 pm (new singers welcome)
- Senior citizens meet for 12 noon Lunch at The Telford Centre £5. Phone  
  Telford Centre 366511 to arrange.

- Drop-in Café at Church Hall 10 – 11.30 am
- British Legion Quiz – monthly – look for notice.
- Beavers – Glenmoriston Millennium Hall - 5.30 pm 
- Scottish Country Dancing – Glenmoriston Millennium Hall – 7.30 pm 
  Contact Cherry Duncan on 01320 351320
- Glenmoriston lunch club, held in Glenmoriston Arms Hotel every second    
  Thursday at 1pm. The charge for a 2 course meal plus tea/coffee is £5 per 
  head. Remaining dates for this year - 15th & 29th Nov and 13th Dec. To 
  book a place phone Matthew, 351262 or Christine, 351297
 
- 1st Friday of winter months senior citizens meet for board games e.g. crib,      
  dominoes, scrabble, cards plus lots more 2-4 pm in Church Hall.
- Senior citizens meet 2nd ,3rd,4th Friday. Keep fit to music 2.15 - 3.30 pm
- Senior citizens meet last Friday of each month for Whist – Church Hall 7.30
- Art Group – Glenmoriston Millennium Hall – 2 pm 
-1st March - Ecumenical World Day of Prayer Service - Fort Augustus area  
 churches at Glengarry Parish Church at 7pm
-15th March - Film Presentation in Fort Augustus Church of Scotland Parish  
 Church Hall at 7.30pm - “Mary Mother of Jesus” with Christian Bale
-19th April - Good Friday Service: ‘Reflections on the Cross’ at 7pm  
 Fort Augustus Parish Church
-26th April - Film Presentation in Fort Augustus Parish Church of Scotland  
 Hall at 7pm Film Presentation followed by open discussion.”The Shack”

- Fort Augustus Church of Scotland worship at 12 noon
- Fort Augustus Free Church worship at 3.30 pm
- Fort Augustus Sts Peter and Benedict RC Church Mass at 10 am
- Glenmoriston Millennium Hall  - 1st Sunday each month
- 21st April - Easter Sunday Family Service with Confirmation of New  
  Members & Holy Communion at 10am (service will be followed by a family    
  Easter egg hunt in the church grounds)

Things to Do  
Monday

Tuesday

Tue or Wed

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Sunday
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LIVE MUSIC 
OPEN MIC NIGHT 

with 
DIX n CHICK 

 

Friday 29 March 2019 
 

Richmond House Hotel 
(Aka Poachers) 

 

8.30pm til Late 
 

Please join us for a night of fabulous music and great craic  
all in aid of  

Women V Cancer 
Also Raffle with fabulous prizes to be won!!  Thank you for your support!! 

Notice Board
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FORT AUGUSTUS 
BADMINTON CLUB

Wednesdays  19:00 - 20:30

Kilchuimen Academy

2 pounds per session 
Equipment provided 

27th of FebruaryNotice Board

Mary Queen of Scots
Mon 4 at 8.30pm  (15) 124 mins 
Director: Josie Rourke  Cast: Saoirse Ronan, Margot Robbie, David Tennant, Jack 
Lowden   Queen of France at 16 and widowed at 18, Mary Stuart defies pressure to 
remarry. Instead, she returns to her native Scotland to reclaim her throne. “Saoirse 
Ronan and Margot Robbie earn all the bows and curtsies coming their way for 
breathing feminist fire into Mary Queen of Scots” Rolling Stone

Stan & Ollie
Tue 5 at 5.30pm  (12A) 97 mins
Director: Jon S Baird  Cast: Steve Coogan, John C Reilly, Shirley Henderson, Danny 
Huston, Nina Arianda, Rufus Jones   Laurel & Hardy, the world’s favourite comedy 
double act, set out on a variety hall tour of Britain in 1953.  The tour is a hit, but as 
they approach their swansong they rediscover how much they mean to each other. 
“a gentle, melancholic look at the beloved duo long after they’ve fallen out of 
favour in Hollywood” Scotsman

The Favourite
Tue 5 at 8.30pm (15) 119 mins
Director: Yorgos Lanthimos  Cast: Olivia Colman, Emma Stone, Rachel Weisz,    
Fun and fantastic performances in this black comedy about the court of Queen 
Anne, but at its heart this is a drama about a woman dealing with unimagineable 
loss.    “Weird, dirty but accessible, The Favourite is a perfectly performed, 
thrillingly made period picture that morphs before your very eyes.” Empire
Before The Favourite, we’ll screen a free photo presentation of work by Steven 
Berkoff, produced in collaboration with Street Level Photoworks

Mary Poppins Returns
Mon 4 at 5.30pm (U) 130 mins
Director: Rob Marshall  Cast: Emily Blunt, Ben Whishaw, Emily Mortimer, Colin 
Firth, Julie Walters, Meryl Street, Dick Van Dyke    The world’s favourite musical 
nanny returns to London in the 1930s “Mary Poppins Returns is a spoonful of 
sugar. Vibrant, warm, elegant.” Huffington Post

£2.50 off all tickets. Thanks to the generosity of Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston 
Community Company, there is £2.50 off all tickets for our Fort Augustus screenings. 

Mon 4 - Tue 5 March
Fort Augustus - main car park

Book at www.screenmachine.co.uk 
Tickets also at Screen Machine 30 mins before each screening. 
Adults £5  Seniors, Students, Young Scot cardholders & 15-and-under £3

All 14-and-unders must be accompanied by a parent or 21+ guardian at 8.00/8:30pm screenings.

Screen Machine is owned and operated by Regional Screen Scotland. Fully accessible for wheelchair users.
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